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TOE  FAMILY  OF  SINCLAIR  OR  ST,  CLAIR  AND  TOEIR  LINEAGE  ~  .c 

cj  <j  y  FROM  THE  YEAR  888  UNTIL  1940  V  V  ‘  -  -p  ; 

S^\6fr'  Written  by  Mae  Sinclair  Rose  •  Winter  1940 

table  will  begin  with  Rogarwald  (1),  Earl  of  Maere  and  Ruamdahl  of 
Norway,  His  wife  was  a  near  relative  of  King  Harold  of  Scandinavia,  In 
the  year  838  he  received  a  grant  of  the  Orkney  Islands*  and  his  son  Eynar«s 
descendants  ruled  there  for  several  centuries. 

His  son  Prince  Rollo  (2)  married  1st  to  Grielle,  daughter  of  Charles  the 
Simple  of  trance  and  2nd  to  Papia.  He  became  Duke  of  Normandy  in  912 
and  died  in  913,  His  children  were; 

a,  vViliiatn  (3)  who  died  in  948,  He  became  the  2nd  Duke  of  Normandy, 

He  married  daughter  of  Count  Robert  of  Vermandon  and  also  Sprota* 
daughter  of  Hubert  Sinclair. 

b,  Robert*  Earl  of  Corbueil 

c,  Gerlotte  who  married  William*  Earl  of  Poitiers, 

The  children  of  William  (3)*  2nd  Duke  of  Normandy  were: 

a.  Richard  (4)  who  became  die  3rd  Duke  of  Normandy,  He  married  1st 
the  daughter  of  Hugh*  Count  of  Paris  and  2nd  to  Gonnora*  Princess 
of  Norway.  He  died  in  960  and  is  the  direct  ancestor  of  Sinclairs 
and  St.  Clairs  of  Norman  blood. 

The  children  of  Richard  (4)  were; 

a.  Richard  (5)*  4th  Duke  of  Normandy,  held  the  dukedom  until  his 
death  in  1026.  H©  married  Judith,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Brittany. 

b.  Robert*  Earl  of  Everux 

c.  Malger  (5),  Earl  of  Corbueil  and  1st  Archbishop  of  Rouen.  A  direct 
ancester  of  the  Sinclairs  and  St.  Clairs 

d.  Kedwiga  married  Geffrey*  Earl  of  Brittany 

e.  Emma  who  became  Queen  of  Etheldred,  2nd  of  England.  Her  second 
husband  was  Canute  the  Great. 

The  children  of  Richard  (5)  4th  Duke  of  Normandy  were: 

a.  Richard*  5th  Duke  of  Normandy,  died  unmarried  in  1028 

b.  Margaret  (6)  married  Waldeme*  Earl  of  St.  Clair*  founder  of  the 
Scotch  family 

c.  Robert*  6th  Duke  of  Normandy,  was  the  father  of  William  the 
Conqueror 

d.  Malger*  Archbishop  of  Rouen*  nephew  of  Malger  (5) 

e.  Allice  married  and  became  Countess  of  Burgundy 

f.  Eleanora  married  Baldwin*  Earl  of  Flanders.  Her  daughter  Matilda 
married  William  the  Conqueror  and  became  Queen  of  England 

g.  Papia,  no  history  of  her 
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The  children  of  Malger  (5),  Earl  of  Corbueil,  1st  Archbishop  of  Rouen 
and  his  wife  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  house  of  Crevecour  in  Normandy: 

a.  Hatno  Sinclair,  a  powerful  baron  in  Normandy 

b.  Walderne  Sinclair  (6),  Earl  of  St,  Clair.  Married  his  cousin 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  (5),  4th  Earl  of  Normandy 

c.  Hubert  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Rye  in  Normandy.  Ambassador  to  England 
from  William  (afterwards)  the  Conqueror  to  Edward  the  Confessor. 

The  children  of  Walderne  Sinclair  (6),  Earl  of  St.  Clair,  were: 

a.  Richard  Sinclair  born  about  1024 

b.  Britel  Sinclair  bom  about  1026 

c.  William  Sinclair  (7)  bora  about  1028.  He  was  the  founder  of  the 
Sinclair  family  at  Roslin  Castle  in  Scotland.  He  was  called 
William  the  Seemly  and  became  steward  of  Queen  Margaret  of 
Scotland.  He  married  Doratha  Dunbar,  daughter  of  Earl  of  March 
and  obtained  a  grant  of  the  barrony  of  Roslin. 

William  (7)  had  a  son  Sir  William  Sinclair  (8)  of  Roslin  who  was  confirmed 
a  baron  in  1130. 

William  (8)  had  Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (9) 

Henry  (9)  had  Sir  William  Sinclair  (l 

William  (10)  had  Sir  William  Sinclair  <il).  He  was  sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Edinburg.  He  died  about  1300,  leaving  three  sons. 

a.  Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (12)  of  Roslin 

b*  William  Sinclair  who  was  Bishop  of  Dunkeid  about  1312 
c.  Gregory  Sinclair 

Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (12)  asserted  the  independence  of  Scotland  in  a  letter 
to  the  Pope  in  1320.  His  Son: 

Sir  William  Sinclair  (13)  accompanied  Sir  James  Douglas  on  an  expedition 
to  the  Holy  Land.  He  was  killed  fighting  against  the  Moors  in  Spain  on 
August  25,  1330.  His  tomb  is  still  seen  in  Roslin  Castle.  His  son: 

Sir  William  (14)  of  Roslin  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  Malise,  Earl  of 
Strathern  and  Orkney.  His  eider  son: 

Henry  Sinclair  (15)  became  Earl  of  Orkney  and  in  the  year  1379  obtained  a 
recognition  of  his  title  from  Haco  IV,  King  of  Norway.  His  son: 

Henry  Sinclair  (16),  2nd  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Admiral  of  Scotland.  He  died 
before  1418.  His  son: 

William  Sinclair  (17),  3rd  Earl  of  Orkney  and  1st  Earl  of  Caithness.  He 
held  many  high  offices  and  in  1446  he  founded  Roslin  Castle.  He  was  high 
Chancellor  of  Scotland  from  1454-1458.  He  was  very  wealthy  and  lived  in 
Roslin  Castle.  He  married  Marjorie,  daughter  of  Alexander  Sutherland  of 
Dunbeath.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Archabold,  4th 
Earl  of  Douglas  and  had  two  children  by  her.  They  werss 
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a.  William  Sinclair,  ancestor  of  Lords  Sinclair 

b.  Catherine  Sinclair  who  married  Alexander,  Duke  of  Albany 

children  of  second  marriages 

a.  Sir  Oliver  Sinclair,  founder  of  the  barons  of  Roslin 

b.  William  Sinclair  (18),  2nd  Earl  of  Caithness 

c.  Sir  David  Sinclair  of  Swlnburgh 

d.  Robert  Sinclair, mentioned  in  a  crown  charter  in  1596 

e.  John  Sinclair,  Bishop  nominate  of  Caithness 

f.  Eleanor  Sinclair 
g*  Marion  Sinclair 

h.  Elizabeth  Sinclair 

i.  Marjorie  Sinclair 

William  Sinclair  (18),  2nd  Earl  of  Caithness  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Keith.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Flooden  in  1513.  His 
children  were* 

a.  John  Sinclair  (19),  3rd  Earl  of  Caithness 

b.  Alexander  Sinclair,  ancestor  of  Sinclairs  of  Stamsfcer  and  Dunbesth 

John  Sinclair  (19),  3rd  Earl  of  Caithness  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Sutherland  of  Duffus.  He  died  in  1529.  His  children  were: 

a.  William  Sinclair  who  died  in  1527  without  children 

b.  George  Sinclair  (20),  4th  Esrl  of  Caithness 

c.  David  Sinclair 

George  Sinclair  (20),  4th  Earl  of  Caithness  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Montrose.  He  died  at  Edinburg  on  September  9,  1583.  Children: 

a.  John  Sinclair  (21),  Master  of  Caithness.  Died  at  Girnigo  Castle 

b.  William  Sinclair,  1st  Laird  of  Mey 

c.  George  Sinclair,  2nd  Laird  of  Mey,  Chancellor  of  Caithness.  He  was 
ancestor  to  the  present  Earl  of  Caithness 

d.  Barbara  Sinclair  married  Alexander,  Earl  of  Sutherland 

e.  Elizabeth  Sinclair  married  Alexander  Sutherland  of  Duffus 

f.  Janet  Sinclair  married  Robert  Munro  of  Fouius 

g.  another  daughter  married  Alexander  I ones  of  Innes 

John  Sinclair  (21),  Master  of  Caithness,  died  at  Giringo  Castle  in  1576. 

He  married  Jean,  the  daughter  of  Patrick,  Earl  of  Eothwell  and  had  3  sons 

and  a  daughter.  He  married  second  to  Bessie  Gunn  or  Bessie  Rorison.  Children: 

% 

a.  George  Sinclair,  5th  Earl  of  Caithness 

b.  James  Sinclair,  First  of  Murkie.  Ancestor  to  Gen.  Arthur  Sinclair 

c.  John  Sinclair,  First  of  Greenland  and  Ratter 

d.  Agnes s  Sinclair 

e.  Henry  Sinclair  (22)  probably  ancestor  of  John  Sinclair  who  came 
to  America  and  was  in  Exeter,  Hew  Hampshire  in  1656.  He  married 

-  Janet  Sutherland  and  we  believe  a  son  came  to  America  to  establish 

a  home  where  the  elder  son  did  not  inherit  all  the  property.  The 
son  was  John  (23). 
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John  Sinclair  (23)  came  to  America.  He  married  1st  to  Mary  _  and 

was  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  in  1658.  He  married  2nd  to  Deborah _ . 

His  children  were:  , 

(24) 

a.  James  Sinkler  b.  July  27,  1660.  Lived  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire 

b.  Mary  Sinclair  b.  June  27,  1663.  Married  Mr.  Wheeler 

c.  Sarah  Sinkler  b.  Sept  15,  1664.  Married  Mr.  Jones 

d.  Maria  Sinkler  b.  about  1666.  Married  Hr.  Bedell 

e.  John  Sinkler,  Jr.  b.  about  1668.  Lived  Exeter,  New  Hampshire 


James  Sinkler  (24)  married  Mary  Scamcson.  He  died  July  23,  1731.  The  children 
were  bom  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  and  were: 


a.  John  Sinkler  b. about  1690.  Married  Mrs.  Anne  (Chase)  Wiggins. 

Lived  Strathsm,  New  Hampshire.  Died  Sept  16,  1745 

b.  Joseph  Sinkler  (25)  b.  about  1692.  Married  Elizabeth  Lyford. 

Lived  South  Newmarket  and  Penbroke,  New  Hampshire. 
Died  after  Sept  3,  1767 

c.  Samuel  Sinkler  b.  about  1694,  Married  Anne  _ _ .  Lived  Exeter. 

Died  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1747 

d.  Jonathan  Sinkler  b.  about  1700,  Lived  Exeter,  N.H.  and  Wells, 

Maine. 


e. 

£. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

k. 
L. 


Richard  Sinkler  b.  about  1705.  Married  Catherine  Stevens,  Lived 

Stratham,  New  Hampshire.  Died  July  9,  1751 

Ebenezer  Sinkler  b.  about  1710.  Married  Abigail  Folsom.  Lived  In 

Exeter,  New  Hampshire  and  died  in  1754. 

Benjamin  Sinkler  b.  about  1712.  Married  Elizabeth  Lived 

Exeter,  N.H.  and  died  before  or  near  March  26,  1759 


Mercy  Sinkler 
Martha  Sinkler 
David  Sinkler 

Kesiah  Sinkler 
Mary  Sinkler 


Married  Ralph  Hall,  son  of  Kinsley  Hall  of  Exeter, 

b.  about  1716.  Married  Jeremiah  Bean, 
b.  about  1717.  Probably  died  when  a  youth 

b.  about  1718,  No  further  record 
b.  about  1719.  Was  living  in  July  1731 


Joseph  Sinkler  (25)  bom  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  about  1692.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Lyford  of  Exeter,  N.H.  He  died  before  June  7,  1727,  The  children 
were  born  In  South  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire: 

a.  Thomas  Sinkler  (26)  b.  1721.  Died  Hardwick,  Vermont  Dec  7,  1796 

b.  Joseph  Sinkler,  Jr.  b.  before  May  27,  1736.  Lived  Sanborton,  New 

Hampshire.  Died  1792. 

c.  John  Sinkler  b.  1738.  Died  Essex,  Vermont  on  July  19,  1803 

d.  James  Sinkler  lived  Epping,  New  Hampshire 


Thomas  Sinclair  (Sinkler)  b.  South  Newmarket,  N.H.  in  1721.  He  was  a 

Rev.  War  soldier,  a  member  of  Capt  Chase  Taylor* s 
Company,  Col.  Thomas  Stlcknay*8  Regiment,  General 
John  Stark's  brigade.  His  children  bom  Newmarket: 

a.  Benjamin  Sinclair  (27)  b.  about  1750.  Married  Hannah  Sanborn.  Died 

Hardwick,  Vt,  about  1810. 

b.  Thomas  Sinclair  b.  April  14,  1721.  Married  Mary  Mead  1st.  2nd  to 

Nancy  Pike.  Lived  Meredith,  New  Hampshire 
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c,  Sarah  Sinclair  Married  her  cousin  James  Sinclair,  son  of  Joseph 

Sinkler  of  Sanbornton,  New  Hampshire 

d,  Bathsheba  Sinclair  Married  Simeon  Walton,  Lived  Vermont.^ 

e,  James  Sinclair  b.  1757,  Married  Sarah  Hunt.  Died  in  Barre,  N.Y. 

January  27,  1936. 

f,  Zebulon  Sinclair  b.  May  20,  1758.  Died  in  Holderness,  New  Hampshire 

June  li,  I860.  Married  Annie  Conant 

g,  Constance  Sinclair  Died  in  Merddith,  N.H.  before  Sept  3,  1783. 

Benjamin  Sinclair  (27)  bom  Newmarket,  New  Hampshire  about  1750.  Married 
Hannah  Sanborn.  Was  a  Rev  War  soldier,  member  of  Capt  John  Moody* s  Company, 
Col.  Nahum  Baldwin’s  regiment.  Their  children  born  in  Hardwick,  Vermont: 

a.  Ruamie  Sinclair  b.  July  3,  1773.  Married  in  Greens borough,  Vt. 

to  Benjamin  Phllbrook.  She  died  Dec  8,  1845 

b.  Nathaniel  Sinclair  b.  Sept  19,  1773.  Married  Sarah  Pease  of 

Me rid 1th,  New  Hampshire.  Died  Woodstock,  Vermont 
July  2,  IS43. 

c.  Hannah  Sinclair  Married  Stephen  Adams  in  Greensborough,  Vermont 

d.  Sally  Sinclair  Married  Amos  Smith  in  Greens borough,  Vermont 

e.  Benjamin  Sinclair  b,  Jan  28,  1778.  Died  March  15,  1840  in  Levant, 

Maine . 

f.  Jeremiah  Sinclair.  He  married  twice.  2nd  wife  was  Rhode  Fay.  He 

moved  some  place  in  New  fork  and  no  further 
information  on  him. 

g.  Dolly  Sinclair  Married  Livi  Stevens  in  Greensborough,  Vt. 

h.  Enoch  Sinclair  b.  Sept  1,  1790.  Married  Kuldah  Townsend  of 

Concord,  New  York.  Died  Hampton,  La.  April  3,  1873. 

i.  Susan  Sinclair  Married  Ezra  Eastman  in  Greensborough,  Vt.  Died 

there  when  a  young  woman. 

j.  Assa  Sinclair  (28)  b.  Nov.  7,  1795 


Assa  Sinclair  (28)  b.  Nov.  7,  1795.  Moved  to  Barre,  New  York.  Married 
Rebecca  Page  in  Rochester,  New  York.  She  died  and  he  married  Polly  Bragg 
in  Barre,  New  York.  He  moved  to  Peters  burgh,  Michigan  and  then  to  Adrian, 
Michigan  where  he  died  March  18,  1848,  His  children  were  bom  in  Coneord,N.Y: 


a.  William  Sinclair 

b.  Perry  Sinclair 

c.  Laura  Sinclair 

d.  Eliza  Sinclair 

e.  Mary  Sinclair 
children  by  second  marriage: 

a.  Asa  Sinclair  (29) 


b.  April  19,  1819  Died  Palmyra,  Mich.  1356. 
b.  Nov  15,  1823.  Died  Dundee,  Michigan 
October  21,  1865. 

b.  May  24,  1822.  Married  Thomas  Patrick, 

Carson  City,  Michigan 

b.  Nov  23,  1824.  Married  Nathaniel  Hodges. 

Lived  Saranac,  Michigan 
b.  July  16,  1325.  Died  Woodstock,  Mich.  1846. 

b.  Oct  18,  1333.  Lived  Bushneii,  Mich.  Married 
Louisa  Lam.  Died  May  30,  1916. 


b.  Polly  Sinclair 


b.  Oct  17,  1836.  Married  George  W.  Hodges. 
Lived  Addison,  Michigan 
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c.  Benjamin  Sinclair 

d.  Aaron  Sinclair 

e.  Sarah  Sinclair 

f.  Rebecca  Sinclair 

g.  George  Sinclair 


b.  Aug  3,  1835.  Married  July  4,  1863  to  Anna 
Sloan.  Lived  Fife  Lake.  Died  in  1912. 
b.  Nov  23,  1838.  Married  March  26,  1859  to 
Eliza  Edgar.  Lived  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 
b.  Nov  11,  1341.  Unmarried.  Lived  Addison,  Mich. 

b.  Oct  7,  1343.  Married  Frank  Coleman  in  1863. 
Lived  Stanton,  Michigan. 

b.  Oct  3,  1345.  Unmarried.  Was  a  Union  soldier. 
Served  9  months  then  taken  sick  and  died  in 
Lebanom,  Kentucky  April  23,  1863. 


Asa  Sinclair  (29)  Born  at  Barre,  N.Y.  October  18,  1833.  Married  Louise 
Lamb  November  9,  1859.  He  was  a  Union  Soldier  and  died  May  30,  1916.  They 
lived  in  Bushneii,  Michigan  and  the  children  were  born  there: 

a.  Willis  Duane  Sinclair  (30)  b.  September  11,  I860.  Married  Dora  Scott. 

Lived  Sand  Lake,  Michigan 

b.  George  Boswell  Sinclair  (30)  b.  April  29,  1862.  Married  Bertha  Sennet. 

Lived  near  Fenwick,  Michigan 

c.  Frederick  Aibertus  Sinclair  (30)  bom  June  3,  1864.  Married  Rosetta 

Marsh.  Lives  near  Remus,  Michigan 

d.  Ulisses  Grant  Sinclair  (30)  born  April  28,  I860.  Married  Ollie  Shoop 

in  1894. 

e.  Eugene  Jerome  Sinclair  (30)  bom  Dec.  10,  1872.  Married  Lena  Bennet  on 

Dec.  3,  1897.  Died  October  5,  1925 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  ST.  CLAIR  OR  SINCLAIR  LINE 


In  sunny  France  there  is  an  ancient  province.  There  are  old  towns  and 
newer  ones  that  will  interest  the  traveler.  Every  spot  seems  stamped 
with  the  impress  o£  one  famous  man,  "William  the  Conqueror*1.  It  is  in 
Normandy  along  the  river  Epte.  There  is  a  spot  along  the  shore  where  a 
grove  of  tall  trees,  not  too  thick,  stand  and  a  few  rods  from  the  river 
is  a  ’’Holy  Well”  of  a  martered  saint.  It  is  said  the  pure  water  gives 
healing  powers  to  the  eyes,  and  the  pious  and  simple  folks  still  use  it 
and  anoint  themselves  with  the  sign  of  the  cross.  Near  at  hand  is  the 
former  place  of  abode  of  the  pious  recluse  where  exists  a  shrine  in 
his  honor  and  an  adjacent  chapel. 

At  an  early  period,  a  member  of  one  of  the  noted  families  of  England  left 
his  land  and  came  to  this  place  in  Normandy.  He  was  a  religious  man 
and  lived  in  hermitage  in  primitive  style.  Though  more  than  a  thousand 
years  have  passed  since  then,  hi smemory  is  still  sacred.  Being  a  religious 
man,  he  became  a  saintly  martyr.  Ills  name  v?as  Clare  of  Rochester,  County 
of  Rent,  England.  For  a  just  condemnation  of  the  conduct c£  one  of  the 
high  bom  dames  of  Normandy  he  was  foully  assassinated  by  two  of  her 
minions.  The  church  honored  his  memory,  he  became  a  saint  and  was  called 
St.  Clair.  This  name  was  also  given  to  his  dwelling,  a  famous  baronial 
castle  nearby,  and  the  town  in  which  he  lived.  The  town  of  St.  Clare  is 
situated  near  and  northeast  of  Vernon.  He  suffered  martyrdom  in  the  year 
884. 

Later  a  prince  came  from  Norway  and  his  family  took  their  surname  from 
this  famous  Hermitage. 

One  mile  distant  from  the  station  of  St.  Clare,  France  is  the  place  where 
the  hermit  lived.  Passing  through  the  unlocked  gate  one  reaches  the 
"Holy  Well”.  It  is  surrounded  by  an  iron  railing  four  feet  in  length 
and  three  feet  in  width  and  four  feet  in  depth  with  a  cement  tot torn.  Three 
stone  steps  lead  down  to  the  water.  At  one  end  Is  a  half  circular  stone 
piece  of  masonry  six  or  more  feet  in  height  surmounted  by  a  ball  of  stone 
and  by  this  a  stone  cross.  Inside  of  this  structure,  two  feet  from  the 
floor,  is  a  statue  of  St.  Clair  made  of  soft  stone  of  the  country.  In 
his  hands  he  bears  his  dissevered  head. 

Passing  through  another  gateway  in  a  high  faced  stone  wall  his  Hermitage 
Is  reached.  This  plot  of  ground  is  fifteen  rods  in  length  by  eight  rods 
in  width.  Another  wall  separates  this  from  a  cultivated  garden  filled 
with  fruit  trees  and  vines.  The  garden  Is  seven  rods  in  length  by  five 
rods  in  width. 

At  regular  intervals  there  are  niches  in  the  walls  filled  with  statues 
of  different  individuals.  In  a  recess,  with  a  roof  rising  to  the  top 
of  the  wall,  is  the  Hermitage.  Its  floor  is  of  stone  rising  six  inches 
above  the  ground.  Within  is  a  stone  alter  two  feet  or  more  in  height 
on  which  is  a  representation  of  the  crucifixion  and  Christ’s  descent  from 
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the  cross,  while  near  at  hand  are  his  female  followers.  This  Is  surrounded 
from  the  wall  by  flying  angels  bearing  a  scroll.  On  the  right  of  this 
scene  is  a  statue  of  St.  Clair  bearing  his  head  in  his  hands  with  its 
face  upturned  facing  the  heavens.  In  the  shrine  of  the  Hermit  is  another 
alter  some  three  feet  high  were  candles  are  kept  burning. 

The  chapel  faces  the  Hermitage.  It  is  a  one  otory  building  constructed 
of  light  stone.  Its  four  roofs  coma  to  a  point  at  the  top,  above  which 
is  a  bell.  The  roof  of  the  chapel  is  of  tile.  The  entrance  is  capped 
by  a  ball  of  stone  and  a‘ stone  cross.  The  two  Norman  windows  and  door 
are  of  the  same  height,  the  colored  glass  is  protected  by  iron  bars. 
Inside  there  is  room  to  seat  thirty  people. 


THE  HISTORIC  FAMILY  Or  ST.  CLAIR  OR  SINCLAIR 

The  St.  Clairs  and  Sinclairs  were  of  different  blood  than  the  Hermit  Clare 
from  England  and  took  their  surname  from  the  castle  or  locality  in  which 
they  lived.  The  castle  St.  Clair  seems  to  have  been  the  hive  of  the 
family.  History  does  not  inform  us  how  it  came  into  their  possession. 

The  castle  took  its  name  ten  years  after  the  martyrdom  in  894.  The  family 
living  there  were  called  St.  Clair,  although  they  can  trace  their  descent 
to  the  Norsemen. 

After  Prince  Rollo’s  advent  there  they  appear  in  history.  St.  Lo,  a  strong 
castle  was  besieged  and  taken  by  Rolto  in  890,  and  afterwards  became  a 
home  of  the  Sinclairs.  The  castle  of  St.  Clair  was  thoroughly  established 
in  912.  It  was  there  in  that  year  that  Charles  the  Simple,  King  of 
France,  met  the  Horse  Chief,  Rollo,  and  installed  him  into  the  dukedom 
of  Normandy. 

The  Sinclairs  were  among  the  first  to  take  surnan*es.  From  their  historic 
stronghold  they  went  to  St,  Lo  and  became  lords  of  the  fortress  there. 

There  is  a  town  of  ft.  Lo  in  the  district  of  Cotent in  on  the  steep  rocks 
and  hills  overlooking  the  River  Vi re . 

The  Sinclairs  of  Rye,  Normandy  were  a  branch  of  the  St.  Lo  family.  Another 
branch  of  the  family  from  the  castle  of  St.  Clair  were  the  Earls  of  Sanlis, 
who  had  great  possessions  in  or  near  Paris.  They  had  their  training 
under  Norman  civilizations  for  several  generations,  and  this  was  one  of 
the  best. 

The  chief  homes  of  the  Sinclairs  in  Normandy  Toringan,  Rye,  St.  Lo  and 
other  homes  of  the  Sent is  branch  and  at  the  original  hive  of  the  family 
at  the  castle  of  St.  Clair. 

The  Sinclair  lineage  can  be  traced  far  back  for  more  than  a  thousand  years 
and  traced  in  Scot  and  Fongllsh  history  nearly  nine  hundred  years.  Hany 
stalwart  knights  of  this  blood  can  be  traced  around  William  the  Conqueror, 
to  that  battle  day  at  Hastings,  October  14,  1066,  when  English  King 
Harold  was  slain  and  William  became  the  conqueror.  He  was  of  the  same 
family  and  lived  in  Normandy  before  he  conquered  England. 
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This  table  will  begin  with  Rogenwald  (l),  Earl  of  Kaere  and  Ruamdahl  in 
Norway,  considering  him  the  first  generation.  He  was  surname d  "The  Rich” 
and  was  a  favorite  of  King  Harold,  ruler  of  Scandinavia.  His  wife  was  a 
near  relative  of  the  king.  In  888  he  received  a  grant  of  the  Orkney  Islands 
and  his  son  Eynor  became  a  permanent  Prince.  His  descendants  ruled  there 
for  five  centuries. 

Prince  Rollo  (2),  another  son  of  Rogenwald ,  of  great  energy,  had  visions 
of  conquest  of  southern  lands,  so  from  his  northern  home  ho  fitted  cut 
his  dragon  ships  and  with  his  adventurous  comrads  sailed  forth  to  England 
and  finally  to  Noroandy.  In  912  he  met  King  Charles  the  Simple  and  upon 
certain  conditions  lie  received  the  province.  He  espounced  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith  and  became  the  first  Duke  of  Normandy.  In  912  he  married 
the  king’s  daughter  Greille  for  his  first  wife,  and  second,  Papla.  He 
abdicated  his  authority  to  his  son  in  917  and  died  in  931.  His  children 
were: 

william  (1)  called  Longward,  2nd  Duke  of  Normandy.  He  married  first 
a  daughter  of  Hugh,  Count  of  Roubort  of  Vermandos,  then  Sporta,  a 
daughter  of  Hubert  Sinclair.  He  was  assissln ated  in  948.  Robert.  Earl 
of  Corhuell  who  died  childless.  Oerlotte  who  married  William, Earl  of 
Fortiers . 

William  (3)  had  a  son  Richard  (4).  3rd  Duke  of  Normandy.  He  married  first 
a  daughter  of  Hugh,  Count  of  Paris  and  second  Goruiora,  a  princess  of  Norway. 
He  died  in  961  and  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  ail  the  Sinclairs  and  St. 
Clairs  of  Norman  blood  on  the  earth.  Richard’s  children  were: 

Richard.  4th  Duke  of  Normandy  held  the  dukedom  until  his  death  in  1026. 
Robert.  Earl  of  Evreux.  Mailer  (5).  Earl  of  Corbueii,  the  direct 
ancestor  of  Sinclairs  and  St.  Clairs.  He  was  the  first  Archbishop  of 
Rouen.  Hedwj[.ca.  married  Geffrey,  Earl  of  Brittany.  Emma  became  Queen 
of  Ethelred  the  2nd  of  England,  Her  second  husband  was  Canute  the  Great. 

Richard,  4th  Duke  of  Normandy,  married  Judith,  daughter  of  Earl  of  Brittany. 
Their  children  were: 

Richard.  5th  Duke  of  Nomandy  who  Pied  unmarried  in  1028.  Kan-iret 
(or  He!  ten)  married  Wat  Herne,  Ear!  of  St.  Cleir,  founder  of  the  Scottish 
family.  Robert .  6th  Duke  succeeded  the  5th  Duke  and  was  the  father  of 
William  the  Conqueror.  Haller.  Archbishop  of  Rouen  fought  against 
William  the  Conqueror.  /M.,i ce  (or  Allx)  married  and  became  Countess  of 
Burgundy.  Elnara  ma rri e d  B aTdwl n ,  Earl  of  Flanders.  Her  daughter 
married  William  the  Conqueror  and  became  Queen  of  England, 

Robert,  6th  Duke  of  Normandy,  "The  Devil  and  Saint",  lived  in  the  city  of 
Falaise  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Ante.  It  is  not  a  pretty 
town  and  will  not  interest  the  traveler,  but  what  gives  the  place  its 
interest  is  its  connection  with  the  life  and  time  of  William  the  Conqueror 

and  his  ancesters. 

The  famous  castle  of  Falaise  is  in  ruins.  It  was  a  fortress  of  remarkable 
strength  on  a  Jutting  rock  facing  the  rocky  height  of  Mont  Mirat  and 
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overlooking  the  river  that  flows  at  its  base.  It  dates  back  to  the  tenth 
century.  The  edifice  shows  that  the  Normans  knew  how  to  build  and  could 
erect  massive  and  elegent  buildings.  The  castle  is  surrounded  by  walls 
from  seventy  to  100  feet  and  90  feet  above  the  base  of  the  cliff.  It 
is  garnished  with  twelve  towers  no  higher  than  the  top  of  the  parapet 
and  is  1930  feet  in  circumference. 

You  may  go  through  a  gate  on  a  walk  to  a  portion  of  the  castle  and  look 
down  from  the  wall  on  onfe  side  unto  the  roofs  of  the  houses  in  the  valley 
below.  Then  there  is  e  circular  tower  called  Talbots  Tower,  130  feet  high, 
which  rises  from  the  valley  below  and  is  a  massive  and  fine  work.  Farther 
on  you  may  see  a  place  in  the  wall  where  Robert  the  Devil,  father  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  first  cast  his  eyes  on  the  fair  Arietta,  daughter 
of  the  Tanner  of  Falaise  as  she  was  washing  in  the  stream  at  the  base 
of  the  castle.  The  abo^e  of  her  father  is  still  pointed  out  and  the 
women  end  girls  still  wash  in  the  streams  at  the  base  of  the  cliffs. 

Robert  married  Arietta  and  she  was  the  mother  of  William  the  Conqueror. 

The  small  chamber  where  William  is  said  to  have  been  born  Is  still  pointed 
out  to  visitors.  William  was  born  in  1027.  He  was  the  7th  Duke  of 
Normandy  and  became  the  conqueror  of  England,  lie  married  Matilda,  daughter 
of  the  Count  of  Flanders.  He  died  in  1037. 


Malger  (5)  son  of  Richard  (4),  Karl  of  Corbueil,  1st  Archbishop  of  Rouen. 

He  married  a  daughter  of  the  house  of  Crevecour  near  Lislaux  in  Normandy. 
Their  children  were: 

11^22  Sinclair  called  Dentatus.  He  was  a  powerful  baron  in  Normandy.  His 
son  also  named  Ham  the  Dapifer.  Wald  erne  (6)  called  Walter  was  the 
father  of  William  Sinclair  (7)  the  founder  of  the  Sinclairs  of 
Scotland.  Hurbert  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Rye.  Normandy  was  ambassador  to 
England  from  William  the  Conqueror  to  Edward  the  Confessor. 


Besides  the  relationship  already  shown  between  the  Sinclairs  and  William 
the  Conqueror,  to  make  it  strong,  Walderne,  Earl  of  St.  Clair,  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  the  4th  Duke  of  Normandy,  an  aunt  of  the  Conqueror 
on  his  father’s  side.  This  made  his  sons  Richard,  Brltel  and  William  first 
cousins  of  the  conquering  king.  This  lineage  may  not  be  absolutely  correct, 
but  It  is  nearly  so.  Over  eight  hundred  years  intervene  between  us  and 
many  whose  pedigrees  are  given. 

Important  events  had  transpired  and  were  then  In  progress,  which  would 
change  the  political  conditions  of  England  and  Normandy,  make  Duke  William 
the  conquering  king  of  England  and  raise  his  relatives,  the  Sinclairs,  from 
Normandy  to  positions  of  marvelous  wealth  and  position  in  England  and 

Scotland. 

Edward  the  Confessor,  King  of  England,  was  the  son  of  Ethelred  the  king 
and  his  queen,  Emma,  who  was  sister  of  Richard  the  2nd  Duke  of  Normandy  and 
Robert  the  father  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
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During  Edwards  enforced  exile  from  the  land  of  his  birth  while  Canute  and 
others  ruled  England,  he  had  been  brought  up  in  the  culture  and  polish  of 

the  court  of  N ormsndy.  He  loved  the  refinement  and  elegance  of  the  Normans 

more  than  the  stiffness  and  inelegant  customs  of  his  Saxon  countrymen.  He 
had  Normans  in  his  court  and  wished  a  Norman  to  succeed  him. 

Xn  1065  Hubert  Sinclair,  Earl  cf  Rye,  Normandy  vent  on  his  perilous 
mission  as  a  secret  agent  between  Nil l Lam,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Edward  the 

Confessor  by  whom  it  was -arranged  that  William  (who  was  hie  relative) 

should  succeed  him.  On  January  5,  1066  Ed*?ard  the  king  died  childless. 

Then  cot  nenced  the  earnest  struggle  for  the  kingdom  between  the  Saxons 
and  the  Normans. 

Harold,  &  brave  son  of  the  Earl  Godwin  of  England,  in  whose  veins  flowed 
no  princely  blood,  repx*esented  the  Saxons  and  was  crowned  King  of  England. 

William  of  Normandy  was  aroused  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1086  he 
prepared  for  invasion  of  England.  His  splendid  army  was  safely  landed  on 
English  soil  and  the  time  of  the  conflict  for  supremacy  was  at  hand.  Of 
those  athletic  figures  in  armor  on  horseback  around  William,  at  least 
nine  were  Sinclairs.  With  greek  like  ease  they  moved  in  the  inmost  circle 
of  his  gallant  surroundings .  On  chat  field  so  fatal  to  Harold,  fifteen 
thousand  Anglo  Saxons  and  ns  many  Normans  fell. 

On  the  night  succeeding  the  battle,  over  the  identical  spot  "where  had 
waved  the  standard  of  the  English  king  during  the  fierce  battlement,  the 
successful  warriors  spread  their  feast  on  tables  of  stone  among  the  dead. 

At  that  same  board  the  Sinclairs  were  gathered.  The  circular  depression 
in  the  soil  of  some  3  feet  in  depth,  and  stocks,  said  to  be  identical,  are 
still  pointed  out  to  the  visitor.  Over  that  place  the  famous  and 
magnificent  Battle  Abbey  at  Battle,  England  was  erected  to  keep  green  the 
memory  of  the  victors  and  as  a  memorial  to  William  the  Conqueror.  Though 
William  dedicated  it  chiefly  to  the  saying  of  masses  for  the  soul's 
repose  of  King  Harold,  whom  he  had  dispoiied  of  life  and  crown,  yet  it 
became  the  abode  of  his  most  zealous  friends  among  the  Norman  monks. 

At  the  alter  were  offered  his  triumphant  sword  and  kingly  robes  worn  at 
his  coronation.  In  the  same  place  was  deposited  one  of  the  moat  famous 
documents  of  many  centuries,  the  "Roll  of  Battle  Abbey”,  consisting  of  a 
record  of  the  Norman  gentry  who  came  to  England  with  the  Conqueror  in  his 
victorious  armies.  On  that  memorable  list  as  the  representative  of  all 
the  Sinclair*  is  the  name  of  Waldrme,  Earl  of  St.  Clair  as  the  head  of 
this  illustrious  family. 
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Chapter  Two 


William  the  Conqueror  left  three  sotv*: 

a.  henry  1st,  King  of  England  was  the  youngest  son.  He  was  Horn  068 
and  carried  Malcolm,  King  of  Scotland.  His  daughter  Matilda  married 
first  to  the  Emperor  Henry  5,  and  then  to  Goffery  Plantaganet,  Count 
of  Anju.  Her  son  was  Henry  llt  King  of  England  and  Count  Anju. 

b*  William  Rusus 
c.  uobert 

* 

1  believe  William  Kusua  was  King  of  England  before  Henry  1st  was  crowned 
King.  My  history  does  not  give  these  facts.  You  may  find  it  in  English 

history. 

During  the  eight  hundred  yearn  since  that  eventful  date  at  Hastings,  those 
nine  Sinclairs  who  were  about  the  Conqueror  can  be  discerned  with  great 
distinctness.  Their  names  will  now  be  given. 

This  is  the  line  of  descent  of  the  historic  nine  Sinclairs,  Walderne  (6) 
and  his  three  sons,  and  Hubert  and  his  four  sons  of  Normandy.  First 
Roflenwald  of  Norway;  Iloilo  of  Normandy  (2);  William  Longs  ward  (3); 

Richard  (4)  of  Normandy;  ;  111  gar  (5), Earl  of  Corhueil,  and  three  sons, 

Hama  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Corbuell  and  Lord  of  Torigniati;  Wald  erne  Sinclair 
(6)  Earl  of  St.  Clair,  father  of  W1  Hi  am  Sinclair  (7)  founder  of  the  Scotish 
family  of  Roslin;  and  Hubert  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Rye. 

The  name  St.  Clair  or  Sinclair  have  been  spelled  a  great  many  ways  in 
this  history.  The  pronounced  it  either  way  as  suited  their  fancy  and  spelled 
it  many  different  ways.  Often  the  same  person  signed  his  name  on  some 
papers  as  St.  Clair,  St.  Clare,  St.  Clear  or  Sinclair  spelled  Cinclair, 
Sanckler,  Sender,  Slack lor,  Sincklenr,  Sinckler,  Slnkler,  Sinktlr, 

Sinclir  and  Sinklair. 

Our  ancestor  John  Sinclair,  who  came  to  the  new  world  from  Cathiness, 
Scotland,  spelled  hlo  name  Slnkler. 

In  Scotland  both  surnames  appear  today,  but  in  die  course  of  centuries 
in  Cathiness  where  the  family  have  long  been  a  powerful,  princely  and 
numerous  one,  the  name  is  almost  universally  written  and  pronounced 
Sinclair.  There  seems  to  be  no  authorized  manner  of  writing  the  name 
and  the  Sinclairs  themselves,  as  well  as  others,  wrote  it  as  it  wae 
usually  pronounced  with  the  accent  on  the  first  sylable,  thus  Sink-ier. 

Then  again  each  one  wrote  the  name  apparently  as  seemed  good  to  his  own 
eyes.  Some  branches  of  the  family  have  generally  adopted  the  name 
St.  Clair. 
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Hsrao  Sinclair,  Earl  of  Corbueil,  who  fixed  hl3  residence  in  England 
after  the  conquest  was  the  brother  of  Watderoa,  Earl  of  St.  Clair. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  battle  of  Hastings  and  perhaps  founded 
the  castle  of  Rye  in  Sussex,  England.  Re  was  proprietor  of  lane's 
and  estates  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  Essex,  Surrey  and  held  other 
claims  in  England.  His  son: 

Robert  Sinclair,  Knight  of  Rye  and  Lord  Thorigmy,  Gloucester  and 
Glamorgan.  He  enlarged  and  extended  the  castle  of  Rye,  England  which 
was  named  after  the  castle  of  Rye  of  Scotland.  He  was  a  gallant 
soldier,  conquered  a  portion  of  Wales  and  the  castle  and  town  of 
St.  Clears,  Vales  and  ruled  there.  He  married  Sybil  Montgomery.  While 
quelling  an  insurrection  in  Normandy  in  1107  he  was  wounded  and  died. 
He  was  brought  to  England  to  be  burled  -larch  1107  in  the  Abby 
Tewkesbury,  Kin  children  were: 

Cicely  I  incla4r  was  a  baroness  and  became  abbess  at  Shaft?. berg, 
England,  H aw^ ?* ft.  S jUic l a  1  r  was  a  baroness  and  became  abbess  at  Milton, 
England.  Another  daughter  married  the  Earl  of  Brittany.  Matilda 
bincJLrly  married  Robert  Consul,  son  of  Henry  1  the  King.  He  was  the 
Earl  of  Gl ouster,  Kamo  Sinclair  was  dspifer  of  England  and  Viscount 
of  Kent. 

Waldtrn  (6)  Sinclair,  Earl  of  St.  Clair  was  born  in  Normandy,  France 
about  1006.  Hi  a  home  was  the  castle  of  St.  Lo.  He  and  his  three 
sonc  were  at  the  battle  of  Hastings.  His  name  is  on  the  Battle  Abbey 
Roll  and  he  was  living  in  1075.  He  married  his  cousin  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Richard,  Duke  of  Normandy.  Hie  children  were  born  in 
Normandy,  France  and  were: 


Richard  Sinclair  born  about  1024;  Rritei  Sinclair  born  about  1026; 
William  Sinclair  (7)  bom  about  1028  was  founder  of  the  family  of 
Rosiln  Castle,  Scotland;  Aancs  Sinclair  born  about  1030.  She  married 
a  member  of  the  famous  Bruce  family  of  England.  She  must  have  been 

**  v*y 

Lady  of  Bramber,  Susses  and  perhaps  of  Brednock,  Wales. 

Hubert  Sinclair,  brother  of  Kamo  and  Waldeme,  was  Earl  of  Rye  before 
William  was  Conqueror  of  England.  William  heard  of  a  plot  against 
his  life  by  the  rebellious  Earls  of  Normandy  and  saved  his  life  by 
riding  all  night.  In  the  morning  he  was  urging  hi©  steed  by  the 
castle  of  Rye.  Hurhert  saw  him  and  welcomed  him  into  his  own  castle, 
placed  him  upon  a  fresh  horse  and  ordered  his  three  sons  to  bear  him 
company  to  his  own  castle  in  Falalse,  His  sons  went  with  Will la®  as 
their  father  ordered.  When  his  pursuers  appeared  he  mounted  his  stead 
and  lad  them  on  the  wrong  voad  and  saved  the  Duke's  life. 

Before  the  Conquest  in  1065  he  had  filled  amost  hazardous  mission  to 
England  and  brought  back  to  Normandy  the  mandates  and  symbols  which 

made  Nil  Ham  the  Juke  hear  to  England's  crown. 

He  received  from  the  English  King  Edward  the  Confessor  a  grant  of 
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land  at  Ashe  In  Hampshire,  afterwards  possessed  by  his  son  Endo 
Sinclair.  At  the  battle  of  Hastings  four  of  his  sons  bore  him 
company  -  -  Radulph,  Hubert,  Adam  and  Endo. 

He  gave  great  gifts  to  the  church  St.  Marys,  West  Cheap,  England, 

which  act  is  a  memorial  to  him.  The  daplfership,  a  position  next 

to  the  royalty,  was  promised  to  him  but  was  held  by  his  son  Endo. 

His  children  were  born  In  Normandy,  Frances 

% 

Sinclair  bom  about  1026;  Hubert  Sinclair  born  about  1023; 
Adam  Sinclair  bom  about  1032;  Endo  Sinclair  born  about  1035  who 
held  the  daplfership,  the  highest  honor  next  to  the  King.  Hurei 
Sinclair  married  Geffrey  M&ndeville.  She  was  his  second  wife.  He 
owned  more  than  100  estates  and  was  first  constable  of  the  tower  of 
London  and  was  sheriff  or  Viscount  of  Essex,  Middlesex  and 
Hertfordshire.  She  had  a  son  Osborn  Mandervllle  who  had  a  descendent 
by  the  name  of  Walein.  Osborn  was  the  anscester  of  the  Dt  Caillis 
oi  Normandy,  of  the  Cayleys  of  Yorkshire  represented  at  the  present 
time  by  Sir  Digby  Cayley,  Baronet.  A^bredra  Sinclair  married  Petras, 

Lord  of  Valonus,  who  had  a  son  Petras.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  Valence 
Earls  of  Pembroke. 

Richard  Sinclair  bom  in  Normandy,  France  about  1024  was  a  hero  at  the 

Battle  of  Hastings.  "He  overthrew  many  of  the  Angles’*.  He  was  one 

of  the  foremost  officers  of  war  and  court  and  spent  most  of  his  life 
on  English  soil.  lie  was  chamberlain  of  the  King,  had  wealth  and 

position.  It  is  supposed  he  died  later  than  1119.  He  had  a  son  named 
Walter  of  Medway. 

William  Sinclair  (7)  was  bom  in  Normandy,  France  about  1028.  He  did 
not  care  for  william  the  Conqueror  and  about  1068  he,  with  other  noted 

Barons,  left  England  and  took  refuge  with  Malcolm  III  of  Scotland 

where  he  became  dapifer  of  Queen  Margaret.  He  was  very  popular  and 
very  fine  looking.  They  called  him  "The  Seemly  Sinclair".  He  was  a 
bitter  enemy  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  met  him  on  the  Scotch  border 
in  battle  and  more  than  once  William  was  defeated.  He  was  the 
warden  of  the  marches  and  lost  his  life  fighting  bravely  against  the 
King,  William.  Ho  married  Dor then  Dunbar,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
March  and  obtained  a  grant  of  the  barony  of  Roslin  Mldlothain.  His 
descendents  became  possessors  of  Roslin  of  Cousland,  Pentland. 

"William  the  Seemly",  progenitor  of  "The  lordly  line  of  high  St.  Clairs" 
had  a  son: 

Sir  Hlliatn  St.  Clair  (8)  of  Roslin  got  confirmation  of  that  barony 
in  1186.  Hie  son: 

Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (9)  succeeded  him.  His  son: 

Sir  William  Sinclair  (ID)  succeeded  him.  His  son: 

Sir  William  Sinclair  (li)  of  Roslin  was  sheriff  of  county  of  Edinberg. 
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The  St.  Clairs  of  Scotland  were  hereditary  Grandmasters  of  Masonry 
In  Scotland.  James  the  llth  conferred  that  dignity  upon  them.  The 
first  Grandmaster,  William  St.  Clair  of  Orkney  and  Caithness  and  his 
successors,  held  court  in  Ayrshire  town  of  Kilwinning.  William  St.  Clair 
of  Roslin  having  no  heir  resigned  ail  claims  of  Grandmastership.  In  1736 
he  was  elected  to  that  position  and  died  in  1778.  Upon  his  death  a 
funeral  lodge  was  held. 

Radulph  Sinclair  was  born  about  1026  in  Normandy,  probably  at  the  Castle 
of  Rye.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  his  father  Hubert  Sinclair.  He  rode  with 
William  the  Conqueror  in  his  flight  from  his  enemies  and  was  in  the 
Battle  of  Hastings.  lie  returned  to  Normandy  with  his  father,  but 
afterwards  went  back  to  England,  was  made  Earl  of  Nottingham  and  the 
magnificent  castle  was  given  to  him.  It  is  still  imposing  in  its 
elevated  and  commanding  position.  Exceedingly  interesting  are  its 
subterrranian  and  winding  flight  of  stairs  cut  in  the  soft  rock  and 
its  chambers  without  windows.  In  Domesday  Book  he  held  great  possessions 
in  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Stafford,  Lincolnshire  and  Derby.  He  possessed 
thirty-seven  lordships,  Criche  being  one  of  them.  His  wife's  name  does 
not  appear.  His  children  were: 

Ralph  Sinclair  who  distinguished  himself  in  Civil  War  between  Empress 
Matilda  and  Stephen,  lie  had  great  wealth.  Was  taken  prisoner  and 
given  the  choice  of  surrendering  a  great  castle  or  his  life.  He 
refused  to  surrender  the  castle  and  was  hanged.  His  family  was 
overcome  by  misfortune  and  lived  mostly  in  Normandy.  Hurbert.  Slndair, 
ukrakssbcx  little  appears  in  regard  to  his  history.  A  daughter  who 
married  Henry  De  Cotantin  of  Norman  blood. 

Adam  Sinclair  was  the  third  son  of  the  Earl  of  Rye  bom  about  1032.  He 
shared  with  his  two  brothers  the  famous  ride  with  William,  afterward  the 
King  of  England.  He  fought  in  the  battle  of  Hastings.  The  King  was 
exceedingly  generous  in  bestowing  other  people's  property  upon  his 
relatives  and  friends.  His  brother  Endo  became  the  richest  land  holder 
in  England.  Adam  was  the  treasurer  and  chancellor  of  the  great  possessions 
in  Kent  and  Northhampton.  His  home  was  at  Camps  near  Kinsing  and  to 
this  district  the  Sinclairs  clung  for  centuries.  His  capacity  for  high 
order  and  his  education  is  shown  by  his  labor  on  the  Domesday  Hook.  In 
1080  the  Conqueror  appointed  him  for  the  purpose  of  state  to  accurately 
reckon  up  the  lands  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  marvelous  work.  Adam  and  his 
fellow  cocstde  stoners  made  a  great  survey  of  the  entire  kingdom  which 
was  recorded  in  the  Domesday  Book.  The  king's  agents  traversed  all 
England  and  got  information  from  every  source.  Their  appraisements  were 
made  upon  all  property,  one  as  It  stood  in  days  of  Edward  the  confessor, 
another  as  it  was  granted  by  William  to  his  vassals,  and  the  third  as  it 
stood  thirteen  years  after  the  conquest.  This  information  was  systematized 
and  recorded  in  two  volumes.  The  first  was  the  ’’Great  Domesday  Book”,  a 
vellum  folio  of  three  hundred  and  eighty- two  double  column  pages  and  the 
second  the  "Little  Domesday  Book",  a  quarto  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pages.  The  survey  has  stood  for  more  than  eight  hundred  years  and  was 
accurate.  It  has  never  been  called  In  question.  This  great  work  with 
the  name  of  Adam  Sinclair  associated  is  today  kept  in  a  strong  glass  case 
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In  the  office  of  Public  Records.  There  is  no  record  of  wife  or 
children  and  his  property  was  Inherited  by  relatives, 

Endo  Sinclair  was  the  fourth  son  of  his  father  Hurbert.  He  was  bom 
at  the  Castle  of  Rye  at  Normandy,  France  about  1035  and  was  too 
young  to  go  with  the  Duke  on  his  famous  ride  in  1046.  In  after  years 
he  was  Dapifer  of  Williara  Duke  of  Normandy,  which  was  made  hereditary 
for  him.  He  also  fought  In  the  Battle  of  Hastings.  He  became  the 
most  noted,  most  wealthy  and  most  powerful  of  any  Sinclair  In  England, 

In  Normandy  his  chief*  castle  or  home  was  the  Castle  of  Preaux.  It 
is  three  leagues  northeast  of  Bayeux  and  belonged  to  him  in  1070.  He 
held  large  possessions  in  both  Normandy  and  England.  In  the  County  of 
Essex  the  record  of  his  estates  fill  three  large  pages  in  the  Domesday 
Book.  He  from  his  office,  was  the  chief  subject  in  England  and  also 
the  wealthiest  person,  having  received  great  honors  from  King  William. 

At  his  death  it  was  largely  executed  the  plans,  which  his  vigorous 
intellect  had  originated,  that  William  Rufus,  second  son  of  the 
Conqueror,  succeeded  to  kingly  rule  in  England.  Under  him  he  became 
Lord  Colchester  and  lived  in  Colchester  much  of  the  time.  It  is 
fifty  miles  from  London  on  the  sight  of  an  old  palace  of  a  former 
King  Coei.  He  was  ordered  by  King  William  to  build  the  Castle  of 
Colchester,  whose  ruins  at  the  present  time  are  among  the  most  noted 
and  famous  in  England.  It  is  a  celebrated  museum  and  contains  urns  and 
ashes  of  the  Roman  Dead.  His  mind  turned  to  religious  things  and  in 
1096  he  commenced  and  finally  built  the  famous  "Abbey  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist11.  Only  the  gate  remained  in  1889.  In  1071  he  laid  the  first 
corner  stono,  his  wife  Rose  Sinclair  laid  the  second,  and  in  1104  it  was 
finished. 

He  established  a  hospital  for  lepers,  of  which  there  wore  many  at  that 
time.  It  was  outside  of  Colchester  and  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary 
Magdelene.  Under  King  Henry  he  was  full  minister  for  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  was  approaching  life’s  sunset.  He  had  been  under  three 
kings  who  were  his  relatives.  His  wife,  Ross  Sinclair,  was  an  excellent 
woman.  She  married  him  when  she  was  fourteen  years  old.  Her  mother 
was  Rose  Gifford  and  her  father  was  called  Richard  Clara,  one  of  the 
most  famous  captains  of  the  Conqueror.  Before  her  marriage  she  lived 
at  her  father’s  abode  in  Tunbridge  Castle,  County  of  Kent,  England, 

Endo’s  last  days  were  spent  in  preparations  for  death.  He  lived 
according  to  the  Christian  rituals  of  his  time.  He  died  in  Normandy 
in  the  spring  of  1120  at  his  Castle  of  Preaux.  at  his  deathbed  were 
gathered  his  King  Henry  of  England,  The  Archbishop  of  York,  England 
and  the  Bishop  of  Rouen.  He  was  carried  to  England  and  Buried  in  his 
own  Abbey  at  Colchester.  His  wife  was  with  him  to  the  last  and  she 
died  within  a  year  at  the  age  of  forty-seven.  Contrary  to  her  wishes, 
she  was  buried  at  the  monastry  of  Bee.  Waiter  Sinclair,  a  nephew 
of  Endo,  rested  by  her  side  and  one  monument  is  over  them.  Their 
children  were* 

William  Sinclair.  Some  historians  say  he  conspired  against  King 

William  Rufus  and  was  executed.  Some  doubt  he  was  Endo’ a  son.  He  was 

a  cousin  of  the  king.  John  Sinclair  was  born  about  1095  and  was 
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the  first  Norman  Earl  of  Essex,  He  lived  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  llth  which  began  in  1154.  He  did  not  figure  much  in  history 
died  leaving  few  mementoes  of  his  life.  Margaret  Sinclair  married 
William  Mandevllle. 

Margaret  Sinclair  married  William  Mandevllle,  second  Earl  of  Essex  and 
son  of  Geffrey  Mandevllle,  the  husband  of  her  aunt.  She  was  Countess 
of  Essex  and  after  a  life  of  prominence  died  and  was  burled  In  Walden 
Abbey  near  Walden  Castle,  County  of  Essex,  England.  Her  children  are 
buried  beside  her.  The  children  were* 

Geffrey  Mandevllle  who  bocarie  one  of  the  principal  men  of  England. 

He  received  grant  of  all  his  grandfather1 s  (Endo)  estates  In 
Normandy.  He  was  made  Dapifor  of  that  country.  He  died  Sept  14,  1144. 
He  was  twice  married,  but  we  do  not  know  the  names  of  Ms  wives. 

His  son  Ernulph  did  not  figure  prominently  in  English  history. 

Sea trice  Mandevllle  married  William  Talbot,  a  Norman  nobleman.  She 
was  divorced  and  married  second  to  william  Scye  of  the  celebrated 
family  of  Kent  and  Essex. 


Eandulph  Sinclair,  or  "Ralph  Le  Riche”,  meaning  rich,  was  a  feudal  chief 
In  the  eleventh  century  in  the  town  of  Eenlis,  Franca,  which  lias 
between  Rouen  and  Paris.  He  was  called  the  Rich  on  account  of  his 
wealth.  His  sons  went  to  England  after  the  conquest.  They  were: 


Warner  Sinclair,  ”Le  Rich",  who’s  surname  became  lost  as  he  founded 
a  new  family  name.  Ho  was  the  ancestor  of  persons  of  English  blood 
by  the  surname  of  Rich.  Simon  Sinclair  was  a  renowned  soldier  and 
intimately  associated  with  Ralph  and  Hubert  Sinclair,  natives  of 
Rye,  Normandy  in  war  like  expeditions  in  England.  The  relationship 
be  tween  them  Is  not  stated.  Before  1080  he  had  built  the  castle 
of  Northhampton  and  lived  there  and  was  its  governor.  He  had 
erected  a  priory  of  St.  Andrews  near  his  castle  in  the  north  part  of 
town  near  the  north  gate.  He  was  on  friendly  terms  wi t h  the 
Conqueror  and  later  was  one  of  the  nobles  of  Henry  1st  find  was  Earl 
of  Northumberland.  He  gave  much  to  the  church.  He  went  to  the  Holy 
Land  the  last  year  of  his  life  and  died  on  h^fc  way  home  to  England 
at  his  French  horns  in  1115  and  was  buried  In  his  Abbey  De  Cantote. 

His  wife’s  name  was  Matilda.  His  son  was: 


Simon  Sinclair  who  inherited  his  father* a  titles  and  most  of  his  estate. 
He  was  Earl  of  Northumberland.  Ho  passed  e  troubled  life  and  died  in 
1153  end  was  burled  in  St.  Andrews,  Hi a  wife’s  name  was  Isabel,  the 

daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  His  son: 


Simon  Sinclair,  3rd,  succeeded/hls  father’s  titles.  He  married  Alice 
Gaunt,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Gilbert  Gaunt,  Earl  of  Lincoln.  He  died 
without  heir  in  1184  and  was  buried  in  the  priory  of  Northhampton  called 
St.  Andrews,  which  was  erected  by  his  grandfather  and  whlfch  entombed 

his  father. 
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Matilda 

The  other  children  o£  Simon  Sinclair  and  his  wife  tx&kisi  were: 

Ualtgr.  Sinclair  became  a  priest  and  was  made  abbot  of  Melrose  Abbey 
in  Scotland  in  1143*  He  died  August  3,  1159.  Kanfv  Sinclair  became 
Sari  of  Northumberland.  There  is  no  record  of  a  family,  ill lam 
Sinclair  was  Archdeacon  of  Northhampton*  founder  of  St.  Johns  hospital 
in  1542  which  still  existed  in  1642.  There  is  doubt  as  to  his 
parentage.  Matilda  Sinclair,  married  in  1112  to  Robert  Fritz-Ricbard 
Clare  of  the  Tunbridge  family  and  related  to  Richard  Clare,  Justice 
of  England.  She  was‘ related  to  Rndo  Sinclair.  Matilda  was  married 
three  times. 


CONTINUATION  OF  SCOTCH  SINCLAIRS 

Sir  William  Sinclair  01)  of  Roslin,  Sheriff  of  County  Edenburg, 

Scotland  for  life.  He  sat  in  the  Parlisaent  of  Scone,  Feb  5,  1284  when 
the  succession  of  the  crown  of  Scotland  was  settled  in  case  of  the 
death  of  Alexander  the  3rd.  The  same  year  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  France  to  obtain  a  wife  for  the  king  who  was  then  &  widower,  which 
resulted  in  making  a  queen  of  Jaletta,  daughter  of  the  Count  De  Drtux. 

In  1292  during  tha  competition  for  the  crown  of  Scotland  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  Baliof .  Later  he  swore  fealty  to  King  Edward  of  England. 

He  died  about  1390  leaving  three  a ones 

Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (12)  he  successor  of  Roslin.  Nil 11 am  Sinclair 
was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Dunkeid  about  1312.  Gregory  Sinclair,  the 
ancestor  of  the  Sinclairs  of  Longformaches ,  Berwickshire 

baronets . 

Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (12)  of  Roslin  swore  fealty  to  Edward  of  England. 

June  13,  1292  he  gave  in  his  adherence  to  King  Robert  Bruce.  He  asserted 
the  independence  of  Scotland  in  a  letter  to  the  pope  in  1329  and  was  one 
of  the  guaranties  of  a  truce  with  the  English  June  1,  1323.  His  son: 

Sir  William  (13)  Sinclair  accompanied  Sir  James  Douglas  on  his  expedition 
to  the  Holy  Land  with  the  earL  of  King  Robert  Bruce  and  was  kiLled 
iflth  him  fighting  against  the  Moors  in  Spain,  August  25,  1339.  His 
is  still  to  be  seen  in  Roslin  Chapel  and  it  represents  the  person  of 
a  knight  in  armor  attended  by  a  greyhound.  He  left  an  infant  son  who 
was  also: 

Sir  v;iiiiam  (14)  Sinclair.  He  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  Mails®,  Earl  of 
Stra thorn  and  Orkney,  His  son: 

Sir  Henry  Sinclair  (15)  became  EarL  of  Orkney  and  in  1379  obtained  a 
recognition  of  his  title  from  H&co  XV,  King  of  Norway.  Hie  son: 

Henry  (16)  Sinclair  was  the  2nd  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Admiral  of  Scotland, 
and  also  chief  attendant  of  Prince  James,  afterwards  James  I.  He  was 
captured  by  the  English  at  sea  in  1405  on  his  voyage  to  France.  He 
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was  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London  and  In  September  of  1405  was  permitted 
to  return  to  Scotland.  He  died  before  1418.  His  som 

William  (17)  Sinclair,  3rd  Earl  of  Orkney  and  1st  Earl  of  Caithness,  was 
the  first  of  his  family  to  enjoy  the  latter  distinction.  He  heLd  many  high 
offices  and  owned  large  estates  and  was  of  great  influence.  In  1446  he 
founded  Roslin  Castle  and  endowed  it  v?ith  lands  and  revenues.  He  was  High 
Chancellor  of  Scotland  from  1454  to  1458.  He  resided  at  Roslln  Castle. 

The  magnificence  and  hospitality  of  which  the  early  knights  of  Roslln 
were  renowned  are  said  to  have  been  exceeded  by  Sir  William  Sinclair,  3rd 
Earl  of  Orkney  in  the  reign  of  James  I  and  XT,  Father  Hay,  a  member  of  his 
household,  speaks  of  him  "as  a  Prince”  at  his  palace  at  Roslln,  He  kept  a 
great  court  and  was  royaly  served  at  hie  own  table  in  vessels  of  Gold  and 
silver.  Lord  Dlrtiton  was  master  of  the  household,  Lord  Borthwtck  his 
cup  bearer,  and  Lord  Fleming  his  carver.  He  had  his  halls  and  other 
apartments  richly  adorned  with  embroidered  hangings.  His  Princess, 
Elizabeth  Douglas,  was  served  by  seventy-five  gentlewomen  and  fifty- three 
of  them  were  daughors  of  noblemen,  all  clothed  in  velvets  and  silks,  and 
she  was  attended  by  two  hundred  noblemen  on  all  journies.  If  it  happened 
to  be  dark  when  she  went  to  her  lodging  at  Edenburg  at  the  foot  of  Black 
Fryars  Wynd ,  eighty  torches  were  carried  before  her. 

The  castle  is  situated  on  a  projecting  rock  overlooking  the  valley  of  the 
beautiful  river  of  Eske  and  is  reached  by  a  bridge  over  a  deep  chasm  in 
the  rock.  The  castle  is  now  in  ruins,  but  all  parts  are  visible  and  some 
apartments  are  in  fair  condition.  Through  narrow  apertures  in  the  wall  one 
can  look  upon  the  charming  scenery  in  the  valley  below.  The  kitchen  in 
the  castle  can  still  be  seen,  but  the  preparation  for  the  meals  was  very 
crude  compared  with  modern  establishments. 

Rosiin  Chapel  Is  situated  upon  a  high  elevation  only  a  short  distance  from 
the  castle.  It  was  founded  in  1446  and  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
specimens  of  Gothic  architecture  in  Scotland.  The  carving  on  roof  and 
pillar  are  wonderful.  The  barons  clad  In  armor  lie  buried  beneath  the 
chapel  pavement. 

It  was  a  superstition  that  the  chapel  would  tppear  in  flames  on  the  night 
before  the  death  cf  any  of  the  family  of  the  owners.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
has  written  about  the  flaming  chapel  In  the  "Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel". 

0*er  Rosiin  all  that  dreary  night 
A  wonderous  blaze  was  seen  to  gleam; 

Twas  broader  than  the  watch-fire  light, 

And  redder  than  the  bright  moonbeam. 

It  glared  on  Roattn1®  castled  rock, 

It  ruddied  all  the  corpse-wood  glen; 

Twas  seen  from  Dryden’s  groves  of  oak, 

And  seen  from  ccverned  Hawthornden. 
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Seemed  all  In  fire  that  chapel  proud  , 

Where  Roslln’s  chiefs  uncoffined  lie; 

Each  Baron  for  a  sable  shroud, 

Sheathed  In  his  Iron  ponopy. 

Seemed  all  on  fire  within,  around, 

Deep  sacristy  and  alter  pale; 

Shone  every  pillar  foliage  bound, 

And  glimmered  all  the  dead  men’s  mall. 

Biassed  battlement  and  pinned  high, 

Blazed  every  rose-carved  buttress  fair, 

So  still  they  blaze  when  fate  is  nigh 
The  lordly  line  of  high  St,  Clair. 

There  are  twenty  of  Roslln’s  barons  bold 
Lie  buried  in  that  proud  chapeile; 

Each  one  the  holy  vault  doth  hold. 

But  the  sea  holds  lovely  Rosabel le. 

And  each  St.  Clair  was  buried  there 
With  candle,  with  book,  and  with  knell; 

But  the  sea  caves  rung  and  the  wild  winds  sung 
The  dirge  of  lovely  Rosabella, 

The  earldom  of  Caithness  was  conferred  upon  William  (17)  Sinclair  on 
August  28,  1455.  He  is  described  as  being  a  very  fair  man,  great  stature, 
yellow  hair  and  well  proportioned.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
of  Archibald  the  4th  Earl  of  Douglass  and  had  two  children.  He  married 
second  Marjorie,  daughter  of  Alexander  Sutherland  of  Dunbeath.  His 
children  were: 

1st  marriage:  william  Sinclair,  ’’The  Waster”  ancester  of  the  Lord 
Sinclairs.  Catherine  Sinclair  who  married  Alexander,  Duke  of  Albany. 

2nd  marriage:  Sir  Oliver  Sinclair  of  Roslln  from  whom  descended  later 
barons  of  Roslln;  William  (IS)  Sinclair,  the  mul  second  Earl  of 
Caithness;  Sir  David  Sinclair  of  Swinburg;  Robert  Sinclair  mentioned 
in  a  crown  charter  in  1506;  John  Sinclair  who  was  Bishop  nominate  of 
Caithness ;  Eleanor,  Elisabeth,  ^ri on,  Sinclair. 

william  (18)  Sinclair,  2nd  Earl  of  Caithness,  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Keith.  He  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Flodden  in  1513.  His 

children  were: 

John  (19)  Sinclair,  3rd  Earl  of  Caithness;  Alexander .  ancestors  of 
S tarns ter  and  Dunbeath. 

John  (19)  Sinclair,  3rd  Earl  of  Caithness  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Sutherland  of  Duff us. In  1529,  he  and  the  Lord  Sinclair 
invaded  Oikney  and  he  was  met  by  a  body  of  Orcadians  commanded  by  James 
Sinclair,  governor  of  Kirkwall  Castle.  The  Earl  and  five  hundred  of  his 
men  were  slain.  His  children  were: 

William  Sinclair  who  died  in  1527  without  children;  Geor&e  (20)  Sinclair 
4th  Earl  of  Caithness  and  his  successor;  David  Sinclair,  a  half 
brother,  was  imprisoned  by  his  brother  George  the  Earl  in  Glrnigo 
Castle.  on 
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George  (20)  Sinclair,  4th  Earl  of  Caithness,  was  the  ancestor  of  several 
of  the  Sinclair  and  St.  Clair  families  of  the  present  day.  He  was  (we 
believe)  the  ancestor  of  John  Sinkler,  an  emigrant  to  Exter,  New  Hampshire 
as  early  as  1656  and  the  St.  Clairs  and  Sinclairs  descended  live  in 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Michigan,  Ohio  and  other  states. 

He  was  the  ancester  of  John  Sutherland  Sinclair  of  Lakota,  North  Dakota 
who  in  1894  was  the  17 th  Earl  of  Caithness.  He  was  also  the  ancester 
of  General  Arthur  Sinclair  of  Revolutionary  War  Came  and  the  ancester 
of  Thomas  Sinclair,  the  author  of  the  "History  of  the  Sinclairs  of 
England". 

George  (20)  Sinclair  was  a  cruel  and  vindictive  man.  He  led  an  eventful 
life  and  held  high  offices  of  trust.  In  1566,  by  grant  of  Queen  Mary, 
Justicair  of  Caithness  and  was  one  of  the  peers  who  sat  on  the  trial  of 
Bothwell.  Ke  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Montrose.  The 
Inhuman  Earl  died  in  Edinburg  on  September  9,  1582.  (For  a  full  history 
of  him  see,  "Earls  of  Caithness,  page  5-82,  Vol.  I  of  the  Scotch  Nation) 
His  children: 

John  Sinclair  (21),  Master  of  Caithness.  Died  at  Giringo  Castle. 

Probably  ancester  of  John  S inkier  of  Ex ter.  New  Hampshire  in  1656.  Also 
ancester  of  General  Arthur  Sinclair  and  of  Thomas  Sinclair  who  wrote 
"History  of  the  Sinclairs  of  England" .  William  Sinclair,  who  was  the 
first  Laird  of  Mey  and  ancester  of  0  lbs  ter.  George  Sinclair,  second 
Laird  of  Mey,  Chancellor  of  Caithness.  He  was  the  ancester  of  John 
Sutherland  Sinclair,  In  IS94  the  17th  Earl  of  Caithness.  Barbara 
Sinclair  married  Alexander,  Earl  of  Sutherland  of  Duffus  and  divorced 
in  1573.  Elisabeth  Sinclair  married  Alexander  Sutherland  first  and 
second  to  Huche  on  McKay,  ancester  of  the  Lords  Reay.  Janet  Sinclair 
married  Robert  Munro  of  Fouiis.  Another  ckmgher  married  Alexander 
Innes. 

The  arms  and  crest  of  George  (20)  Sinclair,  4th  Earl  of  Caithness  and  his 
wife.  Lady  Elizabeth  Graham,  daughter  of  Earl  of  Montrose  are  from  an 
old  engraving  in  Barrowgili  Castle.  They  form  the  vignette  on  the  title 
page  of  notes  on  Caithness  Family  History  by  John  Anderson,  w.S. 

The  arms  of  the  Earl  are  two  ships  and  two  lions  retopant  on  the  left  of 
the  picture,  while  of  his  wife  are  on  the  right.  They  are  supported  by 
two  griffins,  armed  and  beaked.  Crest  is  a  cock  or  spenix  surmounting  a 
helmet,  wreath  or  crown.  The  motto  is  "Commit  thy  Works  to  Cod". 

John  (21)  Sinclair,  Master  of  Caithness,  died  at  Giringo  Castle  in  1567. 
In  1543  he  obtained  of  Queen  Mary  a  charter  by  which  the  earldom  became 
a  male  fee  to  him  and  his  heirs  male.  He  married  Jean,  daughter  of 
Patrick,  Earl  of  Bothwell,  and  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  He  marrie 
second  to  Bessie  Gunn  or  Bessie  Rorison.  He  is  the  ancester  of  General 
Arthur  Sinclair  and  the  probably  ancester  of  John  Sinkler  of  Exeter, 

New  Hampshire  and  his  descendents.  His  children  were: 
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George  Sinclair  (22)  afterwards  the  5th  Earl  of  Caithness;  James 
Sinclair,  First  of  Murkle  and  ancester  of  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair; 

Sinclair,  First  of  Greenland  and  Rattar;  Apmes  Sinclair; 

Hengy  Sinclair,  who  we  are  quite  sure  was  the  father  of  John  Sinkier 
who  came  to  America  at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  and  was  living  there  in 
1656  and,  thus,  the  ancester  of  many  of  the  Sinclairs  and  St.  Clairs 
in  this  work.  We  could  not  find  the  papers  or  prove  that  he  was  the 
father  of  the  same  John  Sinkier.  He  came  from  there  and  the  relationship 
was  admitted  by  some  of  his  relatives,  so  w©  are  reasonably  sure  we 
are  right  in  tracing  this  branch  of  the  family  through  this  line.  He 
married  Janet  Sutherland  and  had  a  son  John  Sinclair  (23),  whom  we 
suppose  is  the  John  Sinclair  who  came  to  America.  The  titles  and 
property  having  been  taken  by  the  older  sons  of  John  Sinclair  (22), 

Master  of  Caithness,  the  younger  sons  became  wadsetters  or  small  tenant 
farmers  on  land  leased  under  their  elder  brothers.  So  it  would  be 
natural  for  him  to  find  a  new  home  in  this  country  where  older  sons 
do  not  inherit  ail  the  property. 

James  Sinclair,  First  of  Murkle  and  the  ancester  of  General  Arthur 
Sinclair  was  the  son  of  John,  Master  of  Caithness  and  grandson  of  George 
Sinclair,  the  4th  Earl  of  Caithness.  He  married  Elisabeth  Stewart, 
daughter  of  Robert  Earl  of  Strathern.  Their  children  were: 

alMftP  Sinclair,  his  successor;  Francis  Sinclair,  Sergeant-Major  in 
the  army;  Mans  Sinclair  who  married  John  McKay  of  Oirlot  and  Strathy; 
jgfaa  Sinclair,  First  of  As  eery  who  was  the  ancester  of  Gen.  Arthur  " 
Sinclair.  He  had  a  son: 

jr 

James  Sinclair,  Second  of  Assery,  Ancester  of  Gen.  Arthur  Sinclair,  being 
his  great-grandfather.  He  married  Elisabeth  Balfour  first  and  Margaret 
Munroe  second.  His  son: 

Jr 

James  Sinclair  was  a  merchant  of  Thurso  and  died  in  1713,  'grandfather  of 
General  Arthur  Sinclair.  His  son: 

William  Sinclair,  father  of  General  Arthur  Sinclair,  a  merchant  in 
Thurso  and  died  in  young  manhood.  He  married  probably  Miss  Murray. 

In  tracing  John  Sinkier  of  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  we  have  difficulties 

because  there  ar*  no  papers  to  show  that  John  the  son  of  Henry  came  to 
America.  We  have  only  the  statements  made  by  the  family  and  evidence 

pointing  that  way,  General  Arther  Sinclair  and  James  Sinclair  of  Albion, 
New  York  made  the  statement  that  they  were  cousins,  which  would  bring  the 
line  this  way: 

The  common  ancester  was  John  Sinclair,  Master  of  Caithness: 
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American 


1.  Henry,  h Is  brother 

2.  John,  son  of  Henry  came  to  Exeter. 
1st  cousin  of  John  of  Assery 

3.  James,  son  of  John  and  2nd  cousin 
of  Janies  of  Assery 

4.  Joseph,  son  of  James  and  3rd  cousin 
of  James  of  Thurso 

5.  Thomas,  son  of  Joseph  and  4th  cousin 
of  William  of  Thurso 

6.  James  of  Albion,  K.Y.,  son  of  Thomas 
and  5th  cousin  of  Gen.  Arther 
Sinclair 


”In  the  year  1816,  James  St.  Clair  was  living  with  his  son  James,  Jr. 
in  Albion,  Orleans  County,  N.Y.  In  recommitting  to  his  relatives  the 
history  of  his  family  he  said,  Mour  first  ancestor  in  America  was 
named  John.  He  came  to  America  from  near  Edinberg,  Scotland.  His 
father’s  name  was  Henry.  He  was  a  farmer  and  we  are  related  to  General 
Arther  St.  Clair.  I  am  going  to  pay  him  a  visit,  " 

The  visit  was  made  in  1816.  The  General  was  then  living  at  Chestnut  Ridge, 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  gone  four  months  and  he  helped  with  the  General’s 
crops  and  they  talked  over  their  family  relationship.  On  his  return  he 
spelled  his  name  St.  Clair  instead  of  Sinclair.  In  personal  appearance 
this  James  Sinclair  was  the  personification  of  "Will law  the  Seemly” 
or  William  St.  Clair,  the  1st  Earl  of  Caithness  and  General  Arther 
St.  c lair  * 

In  Scotland  the  elder  sons  inherit  the  titles  and  lands  of  fcheir  father 
and  the  unfortunate  younger  sons  usually  became  wadsetters  or  small  tenant 
farmers  on  leased  land  under  their  eider  brother,  so  John,  son  of  Henry, 
must  have  come  to  America  to  find  a  home  where  such  laws  did  not  prevail. 
Henry  was  a  younger  son  of  John,  Master  of  Caithness  and  the  records  were 
not  kept  or  were  lost,  so  this  is  the  best  we  can  do  to  trace  John  of 
Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  but  we  feel  sure  it  is  correct. 

The  Sinclairs  of  the  old  world  and  the  Sinclairs  of  the  new  bore  the  same 
given  names  and  were  alike  in  personal  looks  and  appearances,  and  had  the 
same  mental  characteristics  and  followed  much  the  same  occupations. 

At  the  time  the  Sinclair  history  was  written,  about  1896,  the  17th  Earl 
of  Caithness  was  John  Sutherland  Sinclair  living  at  Lakota,  North  Dakota. 


1.  James  of  Murkie 

2.  John,  son  of  James  and  1st  of 
Assery 

3.  James,  son  of  John  and  2nd  of 
Assery 

4.  James,  his  son  and  merchant  of 

Thurso 

5.  William,  son  of  James  also  a 
merchant  of  Thurso 

6.  Gen  Arther  Sinclair,  son  of 
William  of  Thurso 

The  Hon.  Charles  St.  Clair  say®: 
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Chapter  Three 


The  Sinclairs  of  Scotland,  descendants  of  Walderne  Sinclair  by  his  son 
.  illiarn  are  very  numerous .  The  name  is  one  of  the  most  common  ones  in 
the  kingdom.  By  the  census  of  I860  the  number  of  Sinclairs  was  9880. 

The  county  of  Caithness  is  still  its  stronghold  and  the  Earldom  is  still 
its  heritage.  The  family  is  understood  to  be  a  clan,  their  badge  being 

I  a  bunch  of  whins  and  their  tartan  red.  According  to  an  old  superstition, 
no  Sinclair  will  dress  In  green  and  cross  the  Qrd  Mountain  on  Monday, 
for  forty  Sinclairs  wearing  that  color,  led  by  the  Earl  of  Caithness, 
marched  by  that  road  to  the  fatal  field  of  Flodden  on  September  9,  1513 
and  all  were  slain.  In  1745  the  Earl  of  Caithness  could  muster  1,900  men. 

One  of  their  most  celebrated  homes  has  beer*  Eoslin  Castle,  Another  was 
Sinclair  Castle  on  the  Southeast  side  of  Sinclair  Bay.  It  was  one  of 
the  ancient  strongholds  of  the  Earls  of  Caithness,  erected  in  1696  and 

now  in  ruins. 

In  1612  Colonel  George  Sinclair,  a  nephew  of  the  Earl  of  Caithness,  met 
with  a  tragic  fate  when  he  led  900  Caithness  men  in  the  service  of  the 
Swedish  king  against  Norway.  While  passing  through  a  narrow  pass  of 
Rrtgelen  the  men  of  that  country  hurled  great  rocks  down  the  mountain 
side  upon  them.  Many  were  slain  with  firearms  and  nearly  the  entire 
number  perished. 

"To  Norway  Sinclair  steared  his  course 
Across  the  salt  sea  wave. 

But  in  Kringelen  mountain  pass 
He  found  an  early  grave.  , 

A  monument  yet  marks  the  spot 

Which  points  to  Sinclair^  bier 

tAnd  tells  how  fourteen  hundred  men 

Sank  in  that  pass  of  fear." 


Some  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Sinclair  family  in  Great  Britain 
in  1896  were: 

The  17th  Earl  of  Caithness,  John  Sutherland  Sinclair.  American  home  was 
Lakota,  North  Dakota. 

Lord  Sinclair  has  seats  in  Hermandstown,  County  Hoddington,  and  Nisbet 
House,  County  Berwick,  Scotland. 

Sir  John-George  Tollemache  Sinclair,  Baronet  of  Ulbster.  Residence  is 
Uibster  Castle  in  Thurso,  County  of  Caithness,  Scotland.  He  has  estates 
60,900  acres  of  land  and  is  the  largest  landholder  in  the  country. 

Sir  Robert-Gorden  Sinclair  of  Murkle,  Baronet,  near  Thurso.  He  has 
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estates  in  the  counties  of  Caithness  and  Haddington.  His  residence  is 
Achavaisdaie  Lodge  and  Stevens ton  House,  Scotland. 

Sir  John-Rose  G.  Sinclair  of  Dunbeath,  residence  Barrock  House  near  Wick, 
County  Caithness,  Scotland. 

William  Sinclair  Fomson  Sinclair,  Esquire.  Residence  Dunbeath  Castle, 
Fresvlek,  County  of  Caithness,  Scotland. 

Major  Clarence  Sinclair.  Residence  Ulbster  Castle,  Thurso,  County  Caithness, 
Scotland. 

Rev.  William  Sinclair,  Archdeacon  and  Chaplin  to  the  Queen,  Vicar  of 
St.  Stephen  Church,  Westminster,  London,  England. 

Thomas  Sinclair,  M.A.  Montpelier  House,  Woodlane,  Falmouth,  England,  the 
author  of  ”The  Sinclairs  of  England”. 


There  are  many  places  bearing  the  name  Sinclair  or  St.  Clair  in  Scotland, 
England,  Normandy,  France  and  the  United  States.  There  were,  and  still 
are,  many  noted  persons  in  England  by  the  name  of  Sinclair.  In  many 
cases  the  name  became  lost  for  the  family  took  the  name  of  the  titles 
or  estates  on  which  they  lived.  The  Aldhams  were  Sinclairs,  but  took 
their  name  from  the  estate  where  they  lived.  Their  old  home  is  called 
St.  Glare  and  is  two  miles  from  the  village  of  Ightham.  The  old  hall 
still  exists.  It  is  hung  with  pictures,  guns,  staghorns  and  many  curious 
and  rare  things  of  the  past. 

The  family  of  the  Earl  of  Rye,  Hubert  Sinclair,  seems  to  have  been  the 
most  favored  and  honored  of  the  Conqueror* s  favorites.  It  is  said  of 
them,  ”A!i  that  was  highest  in  marriage,  lands  or  office  they  had  in 
England  for  nearly  a  century  after  the  conquest,  and  the  glow  of 
their  fame  and  their  intellectual  powers  kept  them  high  for  centuries 
afterward,  in  a  way  rare  to  any  one  particular  lineage”. 

There  are  many  Sinclairs  in  Ireland  that  bear  the  same  given  names  as  the 
Sinclairs  of  Exeter.  They  were  early  in  the  Emerald  Isles. 

Prominent  Sinclairs  of  all  nations: 

Sir  Andrew  Sinclair  of  Denmark  was  ambassador  from  the  Danish  court  to 
King  James  I  of  England. 

Count  Malcolm  Sinclair  of  Sweden  was  an  ambassador  to  the  Porte  during 
the  reign  of  Empress  Catherine. 

Sinclairs  have  held  high  positions  in  Russia,  Germany  and  Norway  and 
many  are  living  there  today. 

Rev.  John  Sinclair  was  a  prominent  figure  at  the  selge  of  Londonderry, 
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Ireland,  1688-89,  and  there  Is  a  family,  resident  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
for  more  than  two  hundred  years  of  prominence  and  Influence. 

In  Africa,  Australia  and  America  are  offshoots  of  the  same  branch. 

In  Scotland  they  have  been  famous  as  Lords  of  Roslin,  Dukes  of  Oldenburg, 
Denmark.  Nobles  of  Norway,  Princes  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  Earls  of 

Caithness. 

8 

* 

Cardinal  Hugo  Sancto  Claro,  in  the  13th  century  put  the  bible  into 
verses.  He  was  of  this  blood  although  his  name  was  changed  to  the  Italian 

form. 

Charles  Ferdinand  do  St.CLair  in  1820  was  a  Colonel  and  loyal  to  the 
Bourbon  prince.  He  was  a  great  soldier  and  was  wonded  18  times  during 
23  years  service*  His  papers  are  published  in  book  form. 

The  history  of  the  Sinclairs  now  passes  from  the  old  world  into  the  new. 
Both  forms  of  the  name  Sinclair  or  St.  Clair  are  often  both  applied  to 
the  same  individual  and  are  the  same  family. 
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Chapter  Itll 

SINCLAIRS  OF  THE  NEW  WORLD 


Since  America  was  firrt  settled  by  Europeans,  many  persons  by  the  name 
of  St.  Clair  or  Sinclair  have  come  to  this  shore.  Previous  to  the  year 
1700  their  coming  was  rare.  There  were  not  very  many  at  the  time  of  the 
American  Revolution  and  they  were  largely  the  descendants  of  individuals 
who  had  settled  here  a  long  time  previous.  From  that  date  many  have  sought 
homes  on  this  side  of  the  sea.  They  are  now  in  all  our  large  cities  and 
scattered  in  all  sections*  of  the  country. 

The  following  list  has  been  prepared  of  Sinclairs  who  were  early  in  America, 
with  the  time  of  departure  from  the  old  world  and  their  appearance  in 
the  new: 

Solomon  Sinclair  was  a  passenger  on  the  ship  John  and  Sara,  which  sailed 
from  London  for  America. 

John  Slnkl.er  was  in  Exeter,  Hew  Hampshire  where  his  son  James  Sinkler  was 
born  July  27,  1660,  and  his  son  John  and  other  children  shortly  after  that 
date.  He  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Sinklers  and  Sinclairs  of  New  Hampshire 
and  his  descendants  are  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Robert  Sinclair  came  to  New  York.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Sinclair,  a 
descendant  of  the  Earls  of  Orkney  and  Caithness. 

Alexander  Sinclair  was  a  resident  of  St.  Micheals  Island  of  Barbadocs. 

Charles  Sinkler,  apparently  an  offshot  of  the  Exeter,  N.H.  family,  was  in 
military  service  or  New  Hampshire  against  Port  Royal. 

Robert  Sinkler,  probably  a  son  of  John  of  Exeter,  N.H.  family,  was  a 
resident  of  Wells,  Maine  before  March  18,  1714. 

David  Sinclair  died  in  Boston,  Mass,  on  November  9,  1717. 

William  Sinclair  came  to  New  England.  He  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
Drumbioo,  County  of  Down,  Ireland  in  1676.  In  1735  he  settled  in  Spencer, 
Massachusetts  and  died  there  July  4,  1753, 

Duncan  Sinclair  of  Boston  married  Agnes  McQueston  on  August  21,  1746. 

John  Sinclair,  a  political  exile  from  Scotland,  located  in  Virginia  and 
-has  descendants  in  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Illinois. 

Arther  St.  Clair,  born  in  Thurso,  Scotland  in  1736,  came  to  America  in  1758. 
He  was  a  distant  relative  of  the  Roslin  St.  Clairs  and  became  a  general 
in  the  American  Revolution. 

William  St.  Clair  came  to  America  later. 

Captain  John  Sinclair  was  in  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
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Thomas  Sinclair  of  Boston,  Mass,  married  August  23,  1768  to  Constantla 
C and on. 


Between  1776  and  1887  these  St.  Clairs  or  Sinclairs  were  commissioned  as 
officers: 


Armv :  Gen.  Arther  St.  1 
Daniel  St.  Clair 

Navv:  Charles  Sinclair 

Arthur  Sinclair 
George  Sinclair 
John  S.  Sinclair 


*ir 


Arthur  Sinclair 
Chas.  H.  Sinclair 
Henry  Sinclair 
Malcolm  Sinclair 


Jan  es  Sinclair 
William  Sinclair 

Arthur  Sinclair 
Daniel  Sinclair 
James  0.  Sinclair 
William  Sinclair 


Besides  these,  many  Sinclairs  have  served  in  the  wars  as  privates  or 
volunteer  forces  of  the  several  States. 


Orthography  of  the  Ncme 

The  authoritative  manner  of  spelling  the  name  is  Saint  Clair,  or  its 
contraction  St.  Clair.  The  name  of  the  earliest  Immigrant  to  America 
of  the  family  was  spelled  Slnclare,  the  second  Sinkler,  and  the  third 
Sinkloire.  The  name  of  the  Mew  Hampshire  family,  or  John  of  Exeter, 
spelled  their  name  Sinkler  and  so  was  a  Virginia  family  nearly  a  century 
later.  At  the  present  time  the  Sinkler  form  has  almost  entirely 
disappeared.  Within  the  last  century  nearly  all  spell  their  names 
St.  Clair  or  Sinclair. 

In  Scotland  both  surnames  appear  today,  tn  Caithness  the  name  is  almost 
universally  spelled  Sinclair. 

Both  forms  of  the  name  are  now  considered  as  correct.  The  argument  is  in 
favor  of  St.  Clair  as  the  earlier,  the  original  derivltation,  and  the 
correct  orthography  of  the  name.  The  same  individual  often  spelled  his 
name  in  different  ways  on  legal  papers.  For  instance,  Thomas  Sinclair  or 
Sinkler  of  Newmarket,  Penbroke,  Sanbornton,  New  Hampshire  and  Hardwick, 
Vermont:  He  signed  a  petition  with  his  father  Joseph  Sinkler  and  uncle 
Samuel  Sinkler  on  November  21,  1746,  and  signed  his  name  Sinkler.  After 
he  went  to  Pembroke  he  signed  a  petition  in  1758  and  signed  his  name 
Sinckter.  On  July  13,  1764  as  Slnklir,  while  his  brother  John  on  the 
same  petition  signed  his  name  Sincllr.  After  he  arrived  in  Sanbornton, 
on  the  first  petition  he  signed  his  name  Senciar  dated  Jan.  8,  1768.  On 
March  29,  1770  it  is  Thomas  Sinclear.  When  he  signed  the  association  test 
in  Sanbornton  in  1776  it  was  as  Thomas  Sinckler.  On  the  town  books  as 
surveyor  of  highways  it  was  St  ms  Sinkler.  In  1777  he  was  a  member  of 
Captain  Charles  Taylor's  company  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  on  the 
rolls  his  name  appears  as  Thomas  Sinkler. 
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THE  SINKLERS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


Lands  granted  to  the  Sinklers  by  the  town  of  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  as 
shown  by  the*  town  record: 

1  irst  grant  was  made  October  10,  1664  to  John  Sinkler  of  15  acres. 

50  aertt  to  James  Sinkler  on  January  31,  1681 

70  acres  to  John  Sinkler  on  Jan  31,  1681.  This  was  probably  the  son  of 
John  1st,  brother  of  James. 

50  acres  to  James  Sinkler  in  1698. 

100  acres  to  "John  Sinkler  son  of  James"  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  1705. 
This  was  Capt.  John  Sinkler  of  Stratham,  Hew  Hampshire.  Stratham  was  a 

portion  of  Ere ter  in  1716. 

50  acres  to  John  Sinkler  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1706.  This  was 
probably  the  same  John  as  above. 


In  1725  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Town  of  Exeter  prepared  a  list  of 
the  residents  of  the  town  with  the  amount  of  land  allotted  to  each 
individual.  The  following  relates  to  this  family: 

100  acres  to  John  Sinkler,  Sr.,  1725.  This  was  John  Sinkler,  son  of  the 

first  John. 

30  acres  to  John  Sinkler,  son  of  John  Sinkler,  Sr.,  the  only  John  Sinkler 
living  in  Exeter  at  that  time.  Stratham  had  been  set  off  from  Exeter  in 
1716  and  Capt  John  Sinkler  of  Stratham  was  a  son  of  James. 

100  acres  to  James  Sinkler  in  1725.  This  was  James,  son  of  the  first 
John  and  the  only  James  Sinkler  of  the  family  to  that  date. 

40  acres  to  Joseph  Sinkler  in  1725.  This  was  Joseph,  son  of  James.  He  was  a 
resident  of  what  is  now  South  Newmarket.  Later  he,  with  othdrs,  moved  to 
Pembroke,  New  Hampshire. 

40  acres  to  Richard  Sinkler  in  1725.  This  was  Richard  Sinkler,  son  of 
James. 

40  acres  to  Samuel  Sinkler  in  1725.  It  is  uncertain  which  Samuel  Sinkler 
this  was,  for  there  were  two  fiamuels  in  Exeter  -  son  of  John  and  son  of 

James . 
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Chapter  V 

JOHN (23)  SINKLER  OF  EXETER  AND  HX$  DESCENDANTS 


The  Town  of  Exeter  was  settled  in  1638  by  a  small  conpany  of  emigrants 
from  ‘Massachusetts.  This  was  the  third  organized  community  in  the  vState. 
They  were  led  bv  the  Rev.  John  Wheelwright,  who  had  been  disfranchised 
and  expelled  from  Massachusetts. 

John  8 inkier,  the  founder  of  the  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  family  of  this 
name  appeared  in  that  place  seeking  liberty  and  a  home  in  a  score  of 
years  after  its  establishment.  He  is  the  second  known  person  of  this  name 
to  land  on  American  soil.  He  was  an  offshoot  of  one  of  the  oldest, 
strongest  and  most  renowned  families  of  Great  Britain,  whose  lineage 
goes  back  through  centuries  of  history  to  the  sunny  land  of  France,  to 
the  castles  of  St.  Clere  and  St.  Lo  and  the  historic  banks  of  the  River 
Epte,  and  still  farther  to  the  misty  North- land. 

Mr.  S inkier  appeared  in  Exeter  as  early  as  1653,  for  on  January  6,  1659 
he  purchased  10  acres  of  land  and  is  mentioned  in  the  deed  as  of  Exeter. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  instrument  and  is  the  first  deed  of  land 
to  John  Sinkler.  It  is  found  upon  the  Old  Norfolk  County  Records  at 
Salem,  Massachusetts : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  yt  I  John  Warrin  of 
Exeter  have  bargained  and  sold  &  by  these  pesents  doe 
Ent: Record  bargain  and  sell  onto  John  Sinkler  of  y@  same  town  for 
in  ye  23d:  ye  consideration  of  eight  pound  ten  acres  of  land  pt 
8th  mo,  of  ye  ten  acres  in  two  plowed  land  as  also  one  comonsge 

1661  belonging  to  a  hows©  lott  ye  said  pemises  I  ye  sd  Jno 

Warrin  doe  promise  to  make  good  to  ye  said  agt  all 
invadoe  and  intrude*©  for  ye  conflrmacon  herof  I  have  put 
my  hand  5*  seal  this  6th,  day  of  January  1659. 

Jno  Warrin  L  W  his  mark© 

Nth  a  saale  to  itt 

Jno  Warrin  own’d  this  writing  to  be  his  act  &  deed 
before  ye  court  held  at  Hampton  ye  9th:  8th  mo  1661. 


On  October  10,  1664  the  town  of  Exeter,  at  a  public  meeting,  granted  him 
fifteen  seres  lying  in  old  Salesbury  way  beyond  James  walls  land. 

On  the  27th  of  April  1667,  he  and  his  wife  Mary  gave  the  following  deed 
of  real  estate: 

Jno  Sinkler,  and  his  wife  Mary,  Exeter,  in  ye  river  of 
Norfolk  Co. )Pascataway,  deed  to  Phillip  Cartey  o£  Exeter  fifteen  acres 
Deeds  )o£  land  more  or  less,  lying  between  ye  two  lots  of  Sam: 

Vol.2,73,  )f f oulshamand  Sam:  Leveyy. 

^  The  marke  of  Jno  Sinkler 

April  27th, 1667  The  mark®  of  Mary  Sinkler 

Ralfe  Hall  &  Bdw. Smith: Witnesses  Acknoledged  Oct  8,  1667 

Entered  24th  3th  mo;  1667 
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As  there  was  trouble  about  boundaries,  two  of  his  neighbors  agreed  to 
the  following: 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Leif  tenant  Hall  and  John  Warrln 
have  agreed  that  the  line  that  is  between  Leif  tenant  Hall  and 
John  Sincier,  which  land  Jno.  Warrln  sold  to  John  Sincler,  is 
and  shall  run  from  a  tree  that  is  fallen  a  little  way  of  John 
Sinclers  fence,  shoved  this  day  to  Mr.  Dudley,  John  Clerke  and 
William  Moore,  and  so  to  run  on  a  straight  line  to  a  white  oak 
marked  and  so  to  the  extent  of  the  bounds,  between  Leif tenant 
Hall  and  John  Slnclef,  the  white  oak  that  is  marked  is  known  to 
John  Clerke.  To  this  agreement  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands 
this  11 th  of  Feb.  1672. ~ 


Witness 
John  Gilman 
Huosfry  Wilson 


Ralph  Mall 
John  Warrens  marke 
J.W. 


This  did  not  settle  the  difficulty, for  he  had  recourse  to  the  law  for 
the  redress  of  his  grievances  and  the  case  was  still  in  court  on 
Oct.  6,  1672.  From  Norfolk  County  Court  Records: 


John  Sinkler  pll,  vs.  Kalfe  Hall,  Sxter,  is  an  action  of  trespass 
for  pulling  up  his  fence  and  molesting  him  at  his  planting  last 
spring  and  for  claiming  of  his  land  and  endeavoring  to  alter  ye 
title  thereof  wch  land  lieth  near  to  Jno.  Slnklers  house  in  ye 
town  of  Exeter,  to  his  great  damage.  Oct  8,  1672. 

How  the  suit  terminated  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  following  is  found 
on  June  8,  1682. 

it  is  ordered  and  enacted  by  the  selectment  of  Exeter  that  Leif tenant 
Hall  and  Kingsley  Hall  have  granted  to  them  liberty  to  arect  a  gate 
or  a  pair  of  barrs  any;£iere  between  John  Sinclers  and  Robert  Rowells, 
upon  condition  that  the  gate  or  barrs  be  made  wide  enough  that  a 
cert  and  team  to  pass  curromtiy,  and  make  a  stile  for  foot  men 
cross  the  highway. 

Edward  Gilman 

Dated  June  8,  1682  Jonathan  Thing 

Moses  Levit 

Townsmen 


November  30,  1677,  "John  Sinkler  took  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Majestic 
and  fidelity  to  ye  country." 

Land  was  abundant  and  easily  obtained  as  grants  from  the  commons  belonging 
to  the  town.  The  first  residents  of  Exeter  often  made  application  for 
this,  and  these  grants  were  voted  to  them  by  the  freeholders .In  town 
meeting  assembled  on  April  6th,  1673,  John  Sinkler' s  name  appears  among 

the  applicants. 

He  purchased  December  6th,  1678,  twenty  acres  of  upland  in  Exeter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  Robinson.  On  Jan.  23rd,  1680,  Exeter  granted  him 
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twenty  acres.  His  acreage  was  enlarged  from  year  to  year  and  his 
resources  multiplied.  But  he  owed  duties  to  the  state  and  town,  who*s 
laws  gave  him  protection.  These  duties  he  could  not  evade  and  was 
obliged  to  contribute  of  his  substance  for  the  support  of  the  government. 

The  following  is  "A  Province  Rate  continued  by  the  Hon.  The  Governr  & 
Counsel!  according  to  ye  Powers  given  them  by  his  Mats  Royal  Commissr 
bearing  date  ye  9th  dat  of  May  1682  in  the  34th  Year  of  His  MAts  Reign, 

f f or  the  town  of  Exeter. 

John  Sinclere  F 0.  19s.  4s. 

Province  rata  made  in  Exeter  l 3th  day  af  April  1682  to  be  payd  in 
boards  at  33s  p.  m  and  white  oke  pp  staves  at  3si  p  thousand  wheat  at 
5s  A  bushel  pease  at  4s  millet  at  3s,  5d  A  bushel  Indian  corn  at  3s 

a  bushel.” 


The  political  affairs  did  not  run  smoothly  at  that  period.  The  separation 
of  New  Hampshire  from  Massachusetts  and  its  erection  into  a  separate 
province  when  its  government  went  into  operation  January,  1680,  was 
due  mainly  to  the  solicia Cation  rod  was  largely  for  the  benefit  of  Robert 
Mason,  the  heir  of  John  Mason,  the  patentee  of  New  Hampshire  who  claimed 
New  Hampshire  soil  as  his  inherited  property.  Accordingly,  at  the  request 
of  Robert  Mason,  Edward  Cranfield,  a  stranger  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a 
despotic,  arbitrary  man,  was  appointed  Governor  and  his  administration 
commenced  in  October  1683.  His  acts  were  oppressive  and  he  held  in 
utter  d« station  by  the  people. 

A  small  rebellion  broke  forth  in  Exeter.  Some  of  the  participants 

were  tried  for  treason  but  af  toward  pardoned  by  the  King.  Public  feelings 

ran  high  and  a  strong  petition  was  gotten  up  against  him,  which  was  signed 

by  John  3 inkier.  His  name  appears  on  a  petition  to  the  government 

Feb.  23,  1689-90.  The  petitioners  prayed  for  protection  from  the  Indians 

and  that  the  military  officers  of  the  train  soldiers  should  be  chosed  by 

the  soldiers  of  the  respective  towns. 

John  Slnkler* s  abode  was  on  Wheelwrights  Creek.  Of  his  home  life  and 
domestic  relations  little  is  known.  He  was  born  in  Scotland  about  1630. 

Ho  was  in  Exeter  and  owned  land  in  1659  and  was  married  about  that  time, 
aa  is  apparent  by  the  record  of  his  children. 

He  married  Mary,  who  was  living  in  April,  1667.  She  probably  lived  several 
years.  He  married  second  to  Deborah.  She  was  a  good  business  manager, 
as  she  made  a  business  contract  with  Mr.  Slnkler  before  their  marriage. 

She  was  a  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  church  of  Hampton,  New  Hampshire. 
After  Rev.  Jheelwright  and  his  followers  left  Kxtter  there  was  no  church 
organized  in  Exeter  for  several  years.  This  may  explain  Mrs.  Slnkler1 s 
membership  in  Hampton. 

In  September  1693  a  Congregational  church  was  or  ganized  in  Exeter  and 
Mrs.  Slnkler  withdrew  from  the  Hampton  church  and  went  to  the  church  at 
Exetei*.  She  was  living  in  1709  and  the  date  of  her  death  is  unknown. 
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John  Sinkler,  on  January  7,  1699-1700,  "being  sick  of  body  but  of  sound 
and  perfect  minde  and  memory",  for  which  he  expressed  devout  thankfulness, 
did  make  his  last  will  and  testiment,  which  is  here  given.  It  was  admitted 
to  the  Probate  Court  September  14,  1700,  showing  that  he  died  between  the 
above  dates.  He  was  probably  buried  on  the  "north  western  slope  of 
meeting  house  hill"  in  Exeter  near  the  site  of  the  first  meeting  'nouse. 
There  are  no  stones  to  mark  his  resting  place.  Thus  closes  the  history 
of  this  early  settler  of  New  Hampshire.  His  will  read  as  follows: 

"Provence  of  New  Hampshire 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I,  John  Slnckler  of  Exeter  being  sick  of  body 
but  sound  and  perfect  minde  and  memory  praise  be  given  to  Almighty  Code, 
do  make  and  ordaine  this  is  my  present  last  will  and  testamt,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  (that  is  to  say)  first  and  principally  I  command 
my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  hoping  through  the  merit ts 
death  and  passion  of  my  Savior  Jesus  Christ  to  have  full  and  free  pardon 
and  forgivness  of  all  my  sins  and  to  enheritt  everlasting  life  and  my 
body  X  eommitt  to  the  Earth  to  be  decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of 
my  Executer  herinafter  named,  and  as  touching  the  depaseing  of  ail  such 
temporal  Estate  as  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bestow  upon  me  I 
give  depose  thereof  as  follows, 

First  I  will  that  my  deb zs  ffuneral  charges  shall  be  paid  and  discharged 
and  all  my  contract  with  my  wife  before  marriage,  be  performed  by  my 

Executors . 

I  give  unto  my  son  James  Sinkler  ten  pounds  in  marcentable  pay  to  be 
within  one  year  after  my  death  and  ye  feather  Bedd  and  twenty  acres  of 
Land  which  I  bought  of  David  Robeson. 

I  give  unto  my  daughter  Mary  wheeler  two  pounds  of  merchantable  pay  to 
be  paid  within  two  years  after  my  death. 

I  give  unto  my  daughter  Marie  Bedell  five  pounds  in  merchantable  pay  to 
be  paid  within  two  years  after  my  death. 


I  give  unto  my  two  grandsons  John  Jones  and  Benj.  Jones  two  pounds  in 
merchantable  pay  when  they  come  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 


1  give  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  Deborah  Sinkler  the  one  third  of  all  my 
lands  and  orchards  within  f fence  during  her  life  and  the  new  room  dureing 
her  widowhood  and  noe  longer,  and  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  personal! 
Estate  and  goods  and  chattels  whatsoever,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  loving  son  John  who  I,  doe  make  and  sole  Executor  of  this  my  last 
will  and  testamt  and  I  hereby  revoke  disannul!  &  make  voyde  all  former 
Wills  and  Testaments  by  me  heretofore  made  (except  the  contract  made 
with  my  wife  before  marriage).  In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  John 
Slnckler  to  this  my  last  will  and  testamt  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand 
and  seale  the  twenty  seaventh  day  of  January  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord 
1699-1700. 


Kinsley  Hall  )  Wittness 
Henry  Wadleigh) 


The  mark  of  John 
0 

Slnckler  Seanr.  * 
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14 th  Sepbr  1700 

Kinsley  Hall  and  Henry  ’  adieigh  this  day  personally  appeared  before  me 
and  made  oath  that  they  saw  John  Sinkler  within  names  Sign  Seale  Deliver 
publish  or  Declare  the  within  written©  will;  and  that  he  was  of  Sound 
perfect  Minde  and  Memory  at  the  Executing  of  the  seme  and  that  it  is  the 
last  will  and  Testament  of  the  said  John  Sinkler  to  the  best  of  ye 
kno ledge. 

William  Partridge,  Lt.  Govor 

*  This  mark  of  John  Sinkler  is,  in  common  parlance,  called  the  ’’Round  Robin’*. 

The  children  of  John  Sinkler  born  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  were: 

a.  James  (74)  Sinkler,  born  July  27,  1660.  Res.  Hxeter,  N.H. 

b.  Mary  Sinkler  born  June  27,  1663.  Married  Mr.  Wheeler 

c.  Sarah  Sinkler  born  Sept  15,  1664.  Probably  married  Mr.  Jones  and  died 

before  her  father,  as  his  will  mentions  his  grandsons 
John  Jones  and  Benjamin  Jones,  who  must  have  been  the 
sons  of  a  daughter  whose  married  name  is  not  given, 

d. Maria  Sinkler  born  about  1666.  Married  Mr.  Bedell  and  is  mentioned  in 

her  father* s  will. 

e.  John  Sinkler,  Jr.,  born  about  1668.  Lived  Exeter,  New  Hampshire 


James  (24)  Sinkler  was  bom  in  Exeter,  New  Hampshire  on  July  27,  1660  and 
always  lived  there.  It  was  near  11  wheal  Rights  creek”  that  he  called  himself 
husbandman.  With  the  interest  of  his  native  town  he  was  closely  i dent f fled 
and  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  state.  At  the  age  of  16  years  he  rendered 
military  service  in  King  Phillip* s  war,  in  Capt.  John  Hollbrook*s  company. 

He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  state  November  30,  1677.  In  1682, 

April  3,  his  provence  rate  in  Exeter  was  ls6d.  He  signed  a  paper  protesting 
against  the  course  of  the  despotic  Governor  Cranfield,  whose  tyrannical 
acts  raised  a  storm  of  indignation  in  the  state. 

He  signed  a  petition  to  the  ’’Bay  Government” ,  Feb.  20,  1689-90  asking 
protection  against  the  Indians  and  asking  that  the  privilege  of  electing 
their  own  officers  might  be  accorded  to  the  trained  soldiers  of  the 

respective  towns. 

He  was  constable  of  Exeter  in  1694  and  1697,  and  was  juryman  at  the  Superior 
Court  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  August  10,  1703;  and  was  a  selectman  of 
Exeter  in  1695,  1700,  1706  and  1721.  He  was  a  soldier  and  his  account  of 
allowance  for  personal  service  at  Newbury  blockhouses  in  1704  was  F2  IBs  6d. 

From  1707  to  April  il,  1713,  ’’Queen  Ann’s  War”  kept  New  England  in  a 
continued  ferment  and  thd  New  Hampshire  colony  was  In  constant  unrest  and 

fear  and  suffered  severely. 

The  French  and  Indians  hung  about  the  settlements.  They  destroyed  the  crops, 
burned  vast  number  of  dwellings,  massacred  the  inhabitants  or  carried  them 
away  to  captivity  that  was  almost  woree  than  death.  The  men  took  their 
weapons  to  the  fields  for  protection  while  they  did  their  work.  Exeter, 
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the  home  of  the  Sinklers,  had  been  marked  by  the  enemy  for  destruction. 

Only  the  accidental  discovery  of  the  Indians  as  they  lay  in  ambush 

prevented  a  general  destruction  of  lives  and  property.  Yet  in  spite  of 

their  close  vigilance  during  these  years,  between  30  and  40  of  her  citizens 

were  slain.  James  Sinkler  had  seen  much  of  dangers  and  warfare.  In  1710 

he  was  a  Sergeant  in  one  of  the  scouting  parties  under  the  ccrrraand  of 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Walton  and  was  billed  by  Samuel  Penhnllow,  commissioner. 

He  was  again  a  juryman  August  12,  1712  and  on  the  Grand  Jury  Feb  9,  1719-20, 

and  was  one  of  the  215  proprietors  of  Gilman ton  May  20,  1727. 

% 

Life  seemed  to  be  prosperous  with  him.  He  mingled  freely  in  the  affairs 
of  the  community  and  town.  His  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Prudence  (Waldron)  Scammon.  She  was  bom  May  31,  1673  and  tras  the  youngest 
child  of  her  parents.  From  her  parents  she  received  all  the  "Salt  medde" 
between  Quoboag  road  and  Moore1*?  creek.  James  Sinkler  was  getting  old. 

On  the  23rd  day  of  July,  1731  he  lacked  four  days  of  71  years  of  age.  In 

the  pathetic  language  of  his  will,  "being  in  pain  and  weak  of  body,  but  of 

perfect  mind  and  memory".  He  made  his  will  aid  it  was  admitted  to  Probate 
Court  Feb.  15,  1732-3,  showing  that  he  died  before  that  date. 

Will  of  James  (24)  Sinkler 

"In  the  name  of  God  amen,  the  tkenty  third  day  of  July  in  the  year©  of 
Lord  God  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  one.  I  James  Sinkler  of 
Exeter  In  the  provence  of  Hew  Hampshire  in  Mew  England,  Husbandman,  being 
in  pain  and  weak  of  body,  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory  thanks  be  given 
to  God  therefore  calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing 
it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  dy  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament  that  is  to  say-principally  and  first  of  all  I  give  and 
recommend  my  soul  into  the  hand  of  God  that  gave  it  and  for  my  body  to 

the  earth  to  be  burled  in  a  Christian  like  andefecent  manner  at  the 

discretion  of  toy  executor  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  general  Reserection 
I  shall  receive  the  again©  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  and  as  touching 
such  worldly  estate  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this 
life  I  give  devise  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manner 
and  forme. 

Imprimis-  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mary  my  beloved  wife  the  use  and 
improvements  of  one  half©  or  and  of  my  now  dwelling  house  and  ail  the 
moovables  in  the  house  excepting  what  is  hereafter  disposed  of  for  and 
during  the  terme  of  her  natural  life  provided  she  remains  a  widow  and 
my  wife  to  have  the  third  part  of  my  estate  as  the  law  directs  and  my 
will  is  that  at  the  decease  of  my  wife  the  moovablea  she  had  to  be 
devlded  between  my  four  daughters  in  equal  proportions. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  Sinkler  five  pounds  out  of  my 
estate  by  my  Executor  hereafter  named  - 

Item.  I  give  to  ray  son  Joseph  forty  acres  of  land  out  of  ray  part  or 
portion  of  the  Town  Common  of  Exeter  also  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  the 
full  of  my  rite  to  any  land  allowed  to  me  by  the  Provence  of  Massachusetts 
for  my  servis  in  the  Maraganset  warr. 
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Item.  I  give  to  my  eon  Sami,  fifty  acres  of  land  that  Is  to  say  my  rite 
to  a  grant  of  fifty  acres  of  land  granted  by  the  Tovrne  of  Eseter. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  Jonathan  twenty  shillings. 

Item.  Whereas  I  formerly  gave  to  my  son  Richard  a  tract  of  land  In 
Stratham.  It  was  what  I  had  designed  to  be  his  part  or  portion  of  my 

estate. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son -Ebenezer  the  one  halfe  rite  or  part  of  property  In 
G1 liman  Towne.  Also  all  my  land  where  I  live  in  Exeter  near  Wheal  Rights 
Creek  with  the  house  barn  and  orchards  and  all  my  stock  and  utensils 
for  work  be  they  of  what  kind  soever  also  one  feather  bed. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Benjamin  the  one  half  of  my  property 
in  Glllmantown  and  my  will  is  that  my  son  Benjamin  may  have  the  liberty 
to  go  to  lerne  any  trade  that  he  shall  like  best  but  if  he  have  a  mind 
to  continue  with  his  brother  Ebenezer  and  help  him  to  carry  on  his  work 
till  Benjamin  arrive  at  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years  then  my  son 
Benjamin  shall  have  sixty  acres  of  my  portion  of  my  Common  land  in  Exeter 
but  if  my  sd  son  Benjamin  do  choose  to  go  lerne  a  trade  or  to  leave  my 

son  Ebenezer  the  sd  sixty  acres  of  my  Common  land  to  be  to  my  Executor. 

Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Mossey  Hall  five  pounds. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Martha  Been  five  pounds. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  son  David  twenty  shillings. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Kesiah  five  pounds. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  a  feather  bed  and  five  pounds  also 

furniture  for  sd  bed. 

I  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  igjpoint  my  son  Ebenezer  to  be  my 
Executor  to  this  my  last  Will  and  Testement.  My  will  is  that  the  legacies 
herein  given  shall  be  paid  to  my  son  Ebenezer  within  two  years  after  he 
shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years,  also  that  my  son  Ebenezer  to 
pay  my  just  debts  and  to  be  at  the  charge  of  my  funeral l  and  I  do  hereby 
utterly  disavow  revoke  and  disarm!!  all  and  every  other  Testaments  wills 
and  legacies  bequests  and  execute  by  me  in  any  way  or  before  this  time 
named  willed  and  bequeathed,  rattiflag  and  confirming  this  and  no  other  to 
be  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  witness  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seals  the  day  and  yeare  above 
mentioned. 

James  S inkier  s s 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  and  prounced  by  the  sd  James  Sinkler  to  be 
his  last  will  and  testament,  in  presence  of  us. 

Jeremiah  Calf 
Walter  Wiggins 
Francis  Harvey 

This  will  admitted  to  Probate  Court  Feb.  15,  1732-3 
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The  dates  of  birth  of  his  children  can  only  be  approximately  stated; 

a.  John  Sinkler  born  about  1690,  Married  Mrs.  Anna  (Chase)  Wlggin. 

Resided  Stratham,  New  Hampshire.  Died  Sept.  16,  1745 

b.  Joseph  (75)  Sinkler  born  about  1692.  Married  Elizabeth  Lyford.  Resided 
South  Newmarket  and  Pembroke,  N.H.  Died  after  Sept  3,  1767. 

c.  Samuel  Sinkler  born  about  1694.  Married  Annie  _ _ _ _ .  Resided 

Exeter,  N.H.  and  died  probably  in  the  tatter  part  of  the  year  1747. 

d.  Jonathan  Sinkler  bom  about  1700.  Resided  Exeter,  N.H. and  Weils,  Maine. 

e.  Richard  Sinkler  bom  about  1705.  Married  Catherine  Stevens.  Resided 
Stratham,  N.H.  Died  July  9th,  1751. 

f.  Ebenezer  Sinkler  bom  about  1710.  Married  Abigail  Folsom.  Resided 
Exeter,  N.H.  Died  in  1754. 

g.  Benjamin  Sinkler  bom  about  1712.  Married  Elizabeth  _ _ _ Resided 

Exeter,  N.H.  and  died  previous  to  March  26,  1759. 

h.  Mercy  Sinkler  married  Ralph  Hall,  son  of  Kinsley  Hall  of  Exeter.  He 
died  before  June  7,  1727  the  time  his  will  was  probated .  Had  a  child 

Elizabeth  Hall. 

i.  Martha  Sinkler  born  about  1716.  Married  Jeremiah  Been. 

j.  David  Sinkler  bom  about  1717.  Was  living  on  July  23,  1731.  As  his  name 
is  not  written  on  any  record  it  is  probable  he  died  in  his  youth. 

k.  Kesiah  Sinkler  born  about  1718.  Mentioned  in  her  father's  will,  but  no 

further  record  of  her. 

l.  Mary  Sinkler  born  about  1719.  Was  living  July  23,  1731,  but  no  futther 

record  of  her. 

Joseph  (25)  Sinkler  was  bom  in  Exeter,  N.H.  about  1692,  as  he  was  of  age 
and  doing  business  on  March  23,  1714.  He  was  an  original  proprietor  of 
Gilmanton,  N.H.  By  the  will  of  his  father  he  received  40  acres  of  land  in 
Epping  which  he  sold  to  Israel  Gilman  January  10,  1743-4.  (Janes  Sinkler  is 
a  witness).  His  name  is  upon  a  petition  relating  to  an  election  in  Newmarket, 
dated  June  5,  1745.  He  was  called  "Yoeman"  and  his  home  was  in  what  is  now 
called  South  Newmarket,  N.H.  He  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  sold  their  home  of 
40  acres  in  South  Newmarket  on  September  12,  1751.  Tills  Included  "Ye  house 
and  barn  and  orchard  standing  and  being  on  sd  land.*1  It  bounded  and  touched 
"on  the  west  side  of  Smart's  creek".  This  is  the  last  mention  of  him  in 
Exeter  or  Newmarket.  The  tide  of  emigration  was  westward  and  many  people 
became  pioneers  of  the  wilderness. 

On  April  11,  1750,  sixteen  months  before  Joseph  Sinkler  sold  his  home  in 
Newmarket,  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  purchased  of  John  Tufton  Mason,  Esq. 
at  a  meeting  in  Portsmouth,  N.H.  authorized  Thomas  Packer  to  "grant  1000 
acres  to  such  persons  and  on  such  terms"  as  he  should  determine  upon.  He 
granted  this  to  various  persons  on  the  condition  of  their  settling  upon  and 
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improving  said  lands.  These  settlers  laid  out  the  land  into  lots,  which  were 
numbered,  and  a  plan  was  returned  to  the  proprietors.  They  divided  the 
land  among  themselves, 

Joseph  Sinkler  was  one  of  those  who  took  advantage  of  the  offer  of  the 
proprietors  and  located  on  Bucks treet  in  the  town  of  Penbrooke  soon  after 
the  sale  of  his  home  in  Newmarket  on  September  12,  1751.  He  received  a 
deed  of  his  land,  59  acres  in  Lot  1  "in  the  devision  of  land  cal  led 
Buckstreet  Lotts.",  January  14,  1755  and  acknowledged  October  29,  1765. 

He  lived  there  near  what* Is  now  Suncook  until  Aprii  15,  1761  when  he  sold 
his  property  to  his  son  John  Sinkler. 

On  September  3,  1767,  with  63  others,  he  signed  a  petition  for  the 
appointment  of  John  Bryant  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  This  is  the  last 
time  his  name  appears  on  any  record.  He  was  getting  old  and  probably  died 
about  this  time. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lyford  of  Exeter,  N.H.  Her  father, 
by  his  will,  admitted  to  probate  court  June  7,  1727,  left  a  legacy  to  his 
"beloved  daughter  Elizabeth  Sinkler".  The  date  of  her  death  is  now  known. 
Their  children  were  bom  in  South  Newmarket,  N.H.  and  were: 

a.  Thomas  (26)  Sinkler  born  1721.  Died  Hardwick  Vt.  Dec.  7,  1796 

b.  Joseph  Sinkler,  Jr.  born  before  May  27,  1736.  Resided  in  Sanbomton, 

N.H.  and  died  1792 

c.  John  Sinkler  born  1738.  Died  Essex,  Vt.  July  19,  1803 

d.  James  Sinkler.  Lived  Epplng,  N.H. 

Thomas  (26)  Sinclair  was  bom  in  what  is  now  South  Newmarket,  N.H.  in 
1721  and  was  the  first  in  his  family  to  receive  the  Christian  name  Thomas. 

His  mother's  father  was  Thomas  Lyford,  so  he  was  probably  named  for  him. 

He  lived  in  Newmafcket  for  many  years  and  with  his  father  and  Samuel  Sinkler 
signed  a  petition  on  the  21st  of  Nov,  1746. 

He  located  in  Pembroke,  N.H.,  being  there  in  1758  as  he  name  appears  on 
a  petition  with  his  father  and  brother  John  Sinkler.  Henceforth  his 
interests  were  those  of  a  new  locality.  At  this  period  the  people  In  ail 
the  surrounding  country  derived  a  large  part  of  their  living  from  fishLng 
at  Ameskeag  Falls,  now  Manchester,  N.H.  In  order  to  protect  the  fishing 
interests  a  lengthy  petition  was  sent  to  the  state  government  to  restrain 
fishing  to  certain  days  of  the  week.  This  was  signed  by  Mr.  Sinklei*  and 
was  dated  July  13,  1764.  The  Indians  had  caMped  by  these  falls  centuries 
before  the  advent  of  the  palefaces  and  knew  their  value. 

Though  His  interests  were  connected  with  this  new  abode,  he  retained  a 
business  connection  with  citizens  near  his  early  home.  On  Sept  21,  1764 
he  purchased  of  George  Jeffrey  of  Portsmouth  a  farm  in  " El Ions town" ,  to 
which  he  moved.  This  was  sold  the  same  year  to  Abner  Kelsoe  of  Nottingham, 
N.H. 

Sanbornton,  N.H.  was  the  next  town  and  settlement  that  he  helped  found  and 
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he  was  there  January  8,  1768,  (perhaps  earlier)  when  he  signed  a  petition 
to  be  exempted  from  taxation.  Among  his  companions  were  Thomas  Lyford 
and  Phillip  Hunt.  He  served  as  surveyor  of  highways  in  1772,  82,  87,  and  as 
tythlng  man  from  1773-76,  and  signed  the  association  test  in  1776. 

Like  all  of  his  warlike  and  patriotic  kindred  he  3@rv®d  in  the  military 
arm  of  his  government,  being  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  a  member  of  Capt. 
Chase  Taylor1®  company.  Col.  Thomas  Stickney's  regiment,  Gen.  John  Stark* s 
brigade,  and  his  company  marched  from  Sanbornton  to  join  the  Northern 
Continental  Army,  but  only  went  to  Charlestown,  New  Hampshire.  He  enlisted 
July  22,  1777  and  was  discharged  September  27,  1777. 

The  honor  of  being  constable  was  thrust  upon  him  March  30,  1784  and  he 
paid  his  fine  and  declined  to  serve.  His  son  James  Sinkler,  after  his 
long  and  honorable  service  in  the  Revolution,  lived  in  Sandwich,  N.H.  and 
to  him  he  sold  his  form  of  90  acres  on  January  28,  1785.  This  was  situated 
on  Steele*s  Hill.  There  he  lived  from  Feb.  1,  1768,  or  25  years.  The 
name  of  wife  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Thomas  Sinkler  was  now  72  years  old,  but  he  moved  one  more  place  before 
he  died.  The  tide  of  emigration  moved  westward.  His  brother  John  Sinkler 
had  already  settled  in  Essex,  Vermont  and  his  son  Benjamin  Sinclair  was 
in  Greens  borough,  Vermont.  The  farm  in  Sanbornton  was  sold  and  he  and 
his  son  James  Sinclair  and  family  moved  to  Hardwick,  Vernont.  There  he 
lived  until  as  the  Hardwick  record  says,  ’’Died  December  7,  1796,  Thomas 
Sinclair  under  the  care  of  James  Sinclair,  aged  75”.  His  work  was  done,  his 
race  run.  They  placed  him  in  a  coffin  made  of  boards.  It  was  painted  black 
and  they  laid  him  away  in  his  long  sleep.  Probably  all  of  his  children 
were  born  In  Newmarket,  N.H.  They  were: 

a.  Benjamin  Sinclair  (27)  born  Newmarket ,  N.H.  about  1750.  Married  Hannah 
Sanborn  and  died  about  1810  in  Hardwick,  Vt. 

b.  Thomas  Sinclair  born  Newmarket,  N.H.  April  14,  1751.  Married  Mary 
Mead  and  then  Nancy  Pike.  Resident  of  Hardwick,  Vt. 

c.  Sarah  Sinclair  married  her  cousin  James  Sinclair,  son  of  Joseph 
Sinclair  of  Sanbornton,  N.H. 

d.  Bathsheba  Sinclair  married  Simeon  Walton  and  lived  in  Vermont. 

e.  James  Sinclair  born  in  1757.  Married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Phillip  Hunt 
of  Sanbornton.  He  died  in  Barre,  Genes see  County,  N.Y.  January  27, 
1836,  aged  78  years. 

f.  Zebulon  Sinclair  born  May  20,  1758,  died  Holderness,  N.H.  June  11,1840. 
He  married  Annie  Conant  who  died  September  22,  1840. 

g.  Constantine  Sinclair  died  in  Meredith,  N.H.  before  Sept  3,  1783. 

Benjamin  (27)  Sinclair  was  born  in  Newmarket,  N.H,  about  1750.  He  was  a 
brother  of  Thomas  Sinclair  of  Meredith,  N.H.  who  was  born  in  that  place.  He 
was  an  early  settler  of  Meredith,  being  there  Nov.  2,  1772  and  purchased 
of  his  brother  Thomas  Sinclair  on  Nov.  28,  1772,  a  portion  of  Lot  #19,  2nd 
division. 
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He  bought  of  his  brother  Thomas,  Dr,  Henry  Dearborn  and  others,  Oct,  19, 
1774,  100  acres  In  Meredith,  the  original  right  of  Joseph  Goodwin,  which 
he  sold  to  Ebenezer  Pitman  of  that  town  Feb,  20,  1775. 

He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  a  member  of  Capt.  John  Moody* s  cotrpany. 
Col.  Nahum  Baldwin’s  regiment,  which  was  raised  in  New  Hampshire  in 
September,  1776,  to  reinforce  the  Continental  army  in  New  York.  The 
regiment  participated  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains  Oct.  28,  1776,  and 
was  discharged  early  in  December  of  that  year.  Mr.  Sinclair  was  allowed 
for  320  miles  travel  and.  the  amount  paid  him  was  8  13s  4d. 

He  lived  in  Meredith  in  1780  and  on  August  18  sold  a  portion  of  his 
homestead  to  Joseph  Robinson  of  that  town.  About  the  year  1790  he  moved 
to  Greens borough,  Vt.  and  settled  upon  the  farm  owned  in  1890  by  James  B. 
Calderwood.  It  comprised  then  of  some  50  acres.  He  cleared  the  land  from 
its  natural  state  and  there  he  and  his  family  lived  most  of  the  time  till 
his  death  in  1810,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  No  dates  securable.  He  and 
his  family  were  much  respected  people  and  were  regular  attendents  of  the 
Methodist  meetings,  which  In  those  days  were  held  in  barns. 

InHLs  old  age  he  moved  to  Hardwick  and  died  there.  He  married  Hannah 
Sanborn  who  probably  also  died  in  Hardwick,  Vt.  There  children  were: 

a.  Ruamie  Sinclair  born  July  3,  1770.  Married  in  Greensborough,  Vt,  to 
Benjamin  Phillbrook.  They  lived  in  that  town  and  later  in  Hardwick, 

Vt.  where  he  died  March  31,  1839.  She  died  Dec.  8,  1845.  Their  seven 
children  were:  Israel,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Herman,  Alfred,  Daniel  and 
Judith. 

b.  Nathaniel  Sinclair  born  Meredith,  N.H.  Sept.  19,  1773.  Married  Sarah 
Pease  of  Meredith,  N.H.  and  died  in  Woodstock,  Vt.  July  2,  1843. 

c.  Hannah  Sinclair  married  Stephen  Adams  in  Greens borough,  Vt. 

d.  Sally  Sinclair  married  in  Greensborough,  Vt.  to  Amos  Smith.  She  died  in 
Greensborough  and  he  married  twice  afterward. 

e.  Benjamin  Sinclair  born  Meredith,  N.H,  Jan.  28,  1778.  Died  March  15, 

1840  in  Levant,  Maine. 

f.  Jeremiah  Sinclair  lived  in  Greensborough,  Vt.  and  erected  the  house 
owned  in  1889  by  James  B.  Calderwood.  He  cleared  much  of  the  Calderwood 
farm  from  its  natural  state.  There  two  of  his  children  are  buried 
only  a  few  rods  from  where  the  barn  stands.  He  lived  for  a  while  in 
Canada  where  his  first  wife  died.  He  married  second  to  Rhoda  Fay. 

He  sold  his  farm  to  Amos  Smith  about  1825.  Was  for  awhile  in  Hardwick, 
Vt.  and  finally  moved  to  Port  Kent,  Black  Rock  or  some  other  place  in 
New  York,  and  of  him  or  his  family  no  other  information has  been 
received. 

g.  Dolly  Sinclair  married  In  Greensborough  to  Levi  Stevens  and  died  there. 

h.  Enoch  Sinclair  born  Meredith,  N.H.  Sept.  I,  1750.  Married  Hulda 
Townsend  of  Concord,  Erie  County,  N.Y.  He  died  at  Hampton,  La. 

April  3,  1873. 

i.  Susan  Sinclair  married  in  Greensborough  Vt.  to  Ezra  Kastman  and  lived 
in  that  town.  She  died  when  a  young  woman  and  was  buried  in  the  Lyncoln 
cemetery.  Their  children  were:  Adaline,  Jane  and  Elias  Eastman. 
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j.  Asa  (28)  Sinclair  born  November  7,  1795  in  Hardwick,  Vt.  Moved  to 
Barre,  N.Y.  was  twice  married  and  died  in  Roiiin,  Lenawee  County, 
Michigan  on  March  18,  1848. 

Asa  (28)  Sinclair  was  born  in  Hardwick,  Vt.  Nov.  7,  1795.  When  a  young  man 
he  left  his  native  home  and  went  forth  into  the  world  to  make  his  fortune. 
His  brother  Enoch  Sinclair  went  with  him.  He  located  in  Concord,  N.Y. 
and  afterwards  in  Barre,  Orleans  County,  N.Y.  where  also  lived  his  uncle 
James  St.  Clair  and  his  family  who  had  once  been  residents  of  Hardwick,  Vt. 

* 

Mr.  Sinclair  was  a  joiner  by  trade.  He  married  Rebecca  Page  of  Rochester, 
N.Y.  She  died  in  Barre,  N.Y.  July  6,  1831  aged  39  years.  He  married  second 
to  Polly,  daughter  of  Solomon  Bragg.  In  1833  he  changed  his  residence 
to  Petersburg,  Monroe  County,  Michigan  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  lived 
there  until  1843  when  he  sold  it  and  moved  to  Roiiin,  Lenawee  County, 
four  miles  from  Hudson  and  near  Adrian,  Michigan.  He  purchased  a  farm 
and  resided  upon  It  till  his  death  March  18,  1848,  leaving  his  wife  and 
seven  children.  Mr.  Sinclair  was  generous  and  ever  ready  to  assist  the 
poor  and  needy.  He  was  a  democrat  in  politics  and  a  Universal 1st  In  his 
religious  faith.  He  was  good  looking,  of  medium  height,  with  light  com¬ 
plexion  and  blue  eyes. 

Mrs.  Sinclair  survived  her  husband  eight  years.  The  last  portion  of  her 
life  was  spent  with  her  married  daughter,  Mrs.  Polly  Hodges.  She  died  at 
Roiiin,  Michigan  March  18,  1856.  Two  of  the  children  by  Mr.  Sinclair’s 
first  marriage  died  nameless.  The  children  were  probably  all  born  in 
Concord,  Erie  County,  N.Y.  and  weres  (first  marriage) 

a.  William  Sinclair  born  April  19,  1819.  Died  at  Palmyra,  Lenawee  County, 
Michigan  in  1856,  aged  37  years. 

b.  Perry  Sinclair  born  Nov.  15,  1823.  Died  at  Dundee,  Michigan  Oct  21, 
1865. 

c.  Laura  Sinclair  born  May  24,  1822.  Married  Thomas  Patrick.  Resided 
Carson  City,  Montcalm  County,  Michigan. 

d.  Eliza  Sinclair  born  Nov.  28,  1824.  Married  Nathaniel  Hodges.  Lived 
Saranac,  Ionia  County,  Michigan 

e.  Mary  Sinclair  born  July  16,  1825.  Died  in  Woodstock,  Mich.  1846. 
children  by  second  marriage  were: 

«• 

b. 


c. 


d. 


Asa  (29)  Sinclair  born  Barre,  N.Y,  October  18,  1833.  Residence  Bushnell, 
Montcalm  County,  Michigan.  Was  a  farmer.  Married  Louisa  Lamb. 

Polly  Sinclair  born  Petersburg,  Monroe  County,  Michigan,  Oct.  17,  1836. 
Married  January  1,  1855  to  George  W.  Hodges,  carriage  manufacturer. 

They  lived  in  Addison,  Lenawee  County,  Mich.  Their  child  Estelle  C. 
Hodges  was  born  Sept.  12,  1858  and  died  May  17,  1866.  They  adopted  an 
orphan,  calling  t^^by  their  own  name,  Jennie  Donaldson  Hodges. 

Benjamin  Sinclair  born  Petersburg!*,  Monroe  County,  Michigan,  August  3, 
1835.  Married  July  4,  1863  to  Anna  Sloan.  Was  a  farmer  and  lived  at 
Fife  Lake,  Traverse  County,  Michigan,  see  page  44 

Aron  Sinclair  bom  Petersburg,  Monroe  County,  Michigan, November  23,  1838 
Married  March  26,  1859  to  Eliza  Edgar. 
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e.  Sarah  Sinclair  born  Nov.  iif  1841  In  Petersburg,  Michigan.  Unmarried. 
Lived  Addison,  Michigan 

f.  Rebecca  Sinclair  born  Petersburg,  Mich.  October  7,  1843.  Married  1863 
to  Frank  Coleman,  farmer.  Lived  Stanton,  Michigan. 

g.  George  Sinclair  bom  Rollin,  Michigan  on  October  3,  1845,  Was  a 
farmer  and  did  not  marry.  Ho  was  a  Union  soldier  and  served  his 
country  faithfully  for  nine  months,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  died 
in  a  hospital  at  Lebanon,  Kentucky  on  April  23,  1863. 

Asa  (29)  Sinclair  born  Oct.  18,  1833  in  Barre,  H.Y.  was  married  November  9, 
1859  to  Louisa,  daughter  of  Boswell  and  Hcncy  (Kills)  Lamb,  who  was  born 
in  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  Michigan  on  June  22,  1834.  Mr.  Siriclair  en¬ 
listed  as  a  private  in  the  1st  Michigan  Regiment,  December  23,  1863.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  rebel  General  Forrest’s  cavalry  near  Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee  on  December  15,  1864  and  was  marched  about  700  miles  and  s trended 
in  Anders onv l tie  prison  February  18,  1865  where  he  remained  until  March  18, 
then  was  taken  out  and  paroled,  sent  to  Black  River,  Mississippi  and 
exchanged,  went  into  the  hospital  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  transferred 
to  Jefferson  Barracks  near  St.  Louis,  Missouri  and  was  discharged  August  4, 
1865.  when  taken  prisoner  his  weight  was  150#,  when  discharged  it  was  75#. 
His  experience  was  the  same  as  thousands  of  brave  Union  soldiers  who 
endured  the  horrors  of  rebel  prisons.  He  was  a  farmer  and  lived  in 
Bushnell,  Montcalm  County,  Michigan.  Ho  died  May  30,  1916  and  his  wife 
died  July  l,  1896.  Their  children  were: 

a.  Willis  Duane  Sinclair  (30) 

b.  George  Boswell  Sinclair  (30) 

c.  Frederick  Aibertus  Sinclair  (30) 

d.  Ulysses  Grant  Sinclair  (30) 

e.  Eugene  Jerome  Sinclair  (30) 

Willis  Duane  Sinclair  (30)  was  bora  at  Bushnell  Sept,  il,  I860.  Married 
Dora  Scott  on  November  1379.  He  i^&s  a  hardware  merchant  and  they  lived  at 
Sand  Lake,  Michigan.  Their  son: 

a.  Clyde  (31)  Sinclair  bom  Dec.  25,  1881  married  Elsie  Jones  In  1320. 
They  lived  in  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  and  had  no  children. 

George  Boswell  Sinclair  (30)  vm  bom  April  29,  1862.  He  married  Bertha 
Bennett  on  December  31,  1890.  He  was  a  farmer  and  they  lived  near  Fenwick, 

Michigan.  Their  children  were: 

a.  Myrtle  Sinclair  (31)  born  December  1891.  Did  not  marry. 

b.  Ralph  Sinclair  (31)  born  May  1896.  Married  Abbie  Larsen,  December  1923. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  they  lived  near  Sheridan,  Michigan.  Children: 

1.  Maxine  Sinclair  (32)  born  August  1925 

2.  Donna  Sinclair  (32)  born  1927 

3.  Robert  Sinclair  (32)  )  born  l932 

Roberta  Sinclair  (32)  ) 

c.  Dewey  Sinclair  (31)  bom  Spring  of  1998.  Died  Apr.  18,  1913 

c.  Blanch  Sinclair  (31)  born  May  12,  1900.  Married  Lynn  Yaw  on  May  12, 
1900.  Lived  near  Sheridan,  Michigan.  Farmer.  One  son  bom: 

1.  Kenneth  Yaw  (32)  bom  Jan.  29,  1927 
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d.  Arlo  Sinclair  (31)  bom  August  12,  1902.  Married  Helen  Walker. 

Lived  mar  Sheridan,  Michigan.  Farmer.  No  children. 

e.  Harold  Sinclair  (31)  bom  March  28,  .  Married  Roberta  Herron. 

Their  children: 

1.  Gary  Sinclair  (32) 

2.  Karylin  Sinclair  (32) 

f.  Clayton  Sinclair  (31)  bom  Jan.  29,  1910.  Married  Remedeen  Kidder. 

1.  Dale  Sinclair  (32) 

2.  Duane  Sinclair  (32) 

3.  Deanna  Sinclair  (32) 

g.  Lyle  Sinclair  (31)  born  Nov.  26,  1912.  Married  Cecile  Wing  in  1935. 
Residence  near  Sheridan,  Michigan.  Farmer.  Children  are: 

1.  Joyce  Ann  Sinclair  (32)  bom  June  23,  1936 

2.  Joan  Sinclair  (32)  bom  May  1,  1938. 

Frederick  Albertus  Sinclair  (30)  born  June  3,  1864.  Married  Rosetta  Marsh 
on  February  20,  1890.  Residence  near  Remus,  Michigan.  He  died  July  24, 

1940.  Their  children: 

a.  Mae  Sinclair  (31)  born  January  20,  1891.  Married  Alvie  Rose  on  May  27, 
19 16. Residence  Is  V’lnn,  Michigan.  Children: 

1.  Flauren  Rose  (32)  born  March  5,  1917.  Married  October  31,  1936 
to  William  Flint.  Residence  Ht.  Pleasant,  Michigan. 

2.  Lila  Rose  (32)  bom  October  27,  1918.  Married  Harold  Lutz, 

July  1938.  Residence  Lansing,  Michigan.  Children: 

a.  Nancy  Jo  Uitz  (33)  born  May  31,  1939 

3.  Evelyn  Eos©  (32)  bom  May  22,  1923, 

4.  Alice  Rose  (32)  bom  May  10,  1930 


b.  Carrie  Sinclair  (31)  bom  June  4,  1896.  Married  Allen  Zinn,  Spring  of 
1918.  Residence  Vestcburg,  Michigan,  Farmer.  Children: 

1.  Wilma  Zinn  (32)  bom  December  5,  1919 

2.  Thelma  Zinn  (32)  bom  February  6,  1921 

c.  Verne  Sinclair  (31)  bom  April  5,  1898.  Married  Frances  livens  on 
February’*  14,  1920.  Died  February’-  27,  1928  in  Toledo,  Ohio  in  a  fire 
at  the  Sun  Oil  plant.  Children: 

1.  Jack  Sinclair  (32)  bom  September  1,  1922 

2.  Wendall  Sinclair  (32)  bom  March  5,  1924 

3.  Vivian  Sinclair  (32)  bom  September  4,  1925 

4.  Melvin  Sinclair  (32)  bom  April  20,  1928 

d.  Nova  Sinclair  (31)  bom  May  17,  1904.  Married  Lee  Grover.  Residence 
Lansing,  Michigan.  No  children, 

Ulysses  Grant  Sinclair  (30)  born  April  28,  1369.  Married  Glia  Shoop  in  1894. 
1.  Milton  Sinclair  (31)  bom  1899.  Married  Frances  Thomas. 
Residence  near  Sheridan,  Michigan.  Farmer.  Children: 

a.  Roland  Sinclair  (32) 

b.  Clinton  Sinclair  (32) 
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Eugene  Jerome  Sinclair  (30)  born  December  10*  1872.  Married  Lena  Bennett 
December  3*  1897.  Died  October  5*  1925.  Lived  on  the  old  Sinclair  farm. 
Children! 

a.  Erma  Sinclair  (31)  born  October  11*  1903.  Married  Don  Staines  on 
January  10*  1923.  Children! 

1.  Austin  Staines  (32)  bom  February  22*  1925 

2.  Eugene  Staines  (3?)  born  February  6,  1927 

3.  Ormand  Staines  (32)  born  January  9,  1929 

4.  Carlton  Staines  (32)  bom  August  5,  1937 

b.  Cloia#  Sinclair  (31)  born  February  10,  1906.  Unmarried.  Residence* 
th©  old  Sinclair  home. 

c.  Harley  Sinclair  (31)  born  Feb.  6*  1900.  Married  Horma  Haysmer  on 
January  5*  1935.  Residence  near  the  old  home  in  Bushnell,  Michigan. 
Farmer.  Children: 

1.  Melvin  Sinclair  (32)  born  March  2*  1936 

2.  Anri  Sinclair  (32)  bom  October  l*  1937 

d.  Flossie  Sinclair  (31)  bom  November  6*  1911.  Resides  with  her  mother 
on  the  old  Sinclair  homestead.  Unmarried. 


We  now  return  to  follow  the  dencendents  of  Beniamin  (29)  Sinclair  son 
of  Asa  (23)  Sinclair  n.nd  his  second  is  tie  Folly  Bragg,  (see  pare  41) 

Benjamin  (29)  Sinclair  was  born  in  Petersburg*  Monroe  County*  Michigan 
on  August  3*  1835.  On  July  4,  1863  he  married  Anna  Sloan*  who  was  bom 
in  Rollin*  Lenawee  County*  Michigan  on  January  16*  1843.  She  'was  the 
daughter  of  Beal  Slcan  and  granddaughter  of  James  Sloan.  Her  father  was 
bom  at  Pawlet,  Vermont  on  March  6*  1802  and  died  in  Rollin*  Michigan 
on  April  15*  1883.  Mr.  Sinclair  was  only  13  year®  of  age  at  the  death 
of  his  father  and  was  forced  ever  after  to  depend  largely  upon  his  own 
exertions  for  a  livelihood.  After  his  marriage  to  Anna  Sloan  he  engaged 
in  the  milling  business  with  his  brother  Aaron  Sinclair  in  Pioneer*  William® 
County,  Ohio.  Later  he  was  in  Ran son*  Hillsdale  County*  Michigan  and  in 
1871  moved  into  the  wilds  of  northern  Michigan  beyond  eh©  frontier  of 
civilization  at  that  time.  He  owned  80  acres  that  he  cleared  from  its 
wild  state.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  In  1869  he  and  his  wife 

united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  served  as  town  treasurer 

and  on  the  school  board.  He  was  six  feet  tall  with  light  hair  and 
complexion*  and  weighed  175  pounds.  He  died  in  1912  and  his  wife  died 
in  1920.  Their  children  were: 

a.  Waiter  Adalbert  Sinclair  (30)  *Mnm  April  25*  1864.  Died  1914 

b.  Mary  Sinclair  (30)  bom  August  31,  1866 

c.  Frank  B*  Sinclair  (30)  bom  July  11*  1368 

d.  Carrie  Sinclair  (30)  bom  February  5,  1871 

e.  (Doris  Ray  Sinclair  (30)  bom  December  27*  1876.  Died  1877 

f.  (Morris  J.  Sinclair  (30)  bom  December  27*  1876.  Died  1877 

g.  George  Arthur  Sinclair  (30)  bom  May  6*  1832 

Walter  Adelbert  Sinclair  (30)  born  April  25,  1864.  Died, 1914.  He  married 

*  (see  page  41) 
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Carrie  Place  who  was  Born  August  16,  1864. 

a.  Ethel  (31)  Sinclair  -  born  Dec.  19,  1887 

married  Garrett  Chesnut  who  was  born  August  22,  1876 

l.  Carolyn  Jean  Chesnut  (32)  -  born  March  30,  1927 

b.  Anna  (31)  Sinclair  -  born  April  27,  1890 
married  Frank  Case  who  was  born  May  7,  1888 

1.  Caroll  Case  (32)  born  Nov.  4,  1912 

2.  Keith  Case  (32)  born  Feb.  2,  1915 

3.  Patricia  Case  (32)  born  Aug.  18,  1917 

c.  Marian  (31)  Sinclair  -  born  July  7,  1893 
married  Theo  Wells  who  was  bom  Oct.  6,  1891 

l.  Max  Wells  (32)  -  bom  Sept  8,  1912 

married  Inez  Newell  bom  August  23  _ 

a.  Virginia  bee  Wells  (33)  -  born  April  5,  1936 

d.  Helen  (31)  Sinclair  -  bom  April  17,  1896 

e.  Harry  (31)  Sinclair  -  bom  May  3,  1898 
married  Mildred  Craig  who  was  bom  Dec.  II,  1901 

1.  Craig  Sinclair  (32)  born  July  7,  1921 

2.  Shirley  Sinclair  (32)  born  Feb.  13,  1924 

3.  Lowell  Sinclair  (32)  bom  July  13,  1928 

4.  Joan  Sinclair  (32)  bom  March  21,  1930 

f.  Susie  Sinclair  (31)  -  bom  July  10,  1900 

married  Eugene  Fisher  who  was  bom  July  10,  1890 

1.  Iris  Fisher  (32)  -  bom  June  20,  1924 

2.  Charles  Eugene  Fisher  (32)  born  August  13,  1927 

3.  Nalda  Sue  Fisher  (32)  born  April  13,  1930 

4.  Bill  Fisher  (32)  born  Sept.  16,  1935 

g.  Dorothy  (31)  Sinclair  -  born  June  14,  1902 
married  Robert  Wahner  who  was  born  August  24,  1899 

1.  Diana  Dorothy  Wahner  (32)  bom  March  22,  1935 

2.  Donald  Robert  Wahner  (32)  born  March  22,  1935 

3.  Bruce  Wahner  (32)  born  Dec.  12,  1939 

h.  Marguerite  (31)  Sinclair  -  bom  March  15,  1904 

l.  Elizabeth  (31)  Sinclair  -  born  April  26,  1906 
married  Frederick  Koch  who  was  bom  April  8,  1903 

l.  Mary  Elizabeth  Koch  (32)  -  born  September  4,  1937 

Mary  (30)  Sinclair  was  born  August  31,  1866.  She  married  James  Henry  Louks 
who  was  bom  In  1863  and  died  1927. 

a.  Howard  A.  Louks  (31)  bom  May  7,  1889.  Died  1912 

b.  Harry  B.  Louks  (31)  bom  July  16,  1891 

Married  Marguerite  Lemon  who  was  bom  Feb.  22,  1893 

1.  Judith  Ann  Louks  (32)  -  born  Dec.  23,  1922 

2.  Jerry  Louks  (32)  -  bom  May  13,  1927 

c.  Myrtle  A.  Louks  (31)  -  born  July  3,  1893 
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d.  Morris  Louks  (31)  -  born  April  10,  1898 
married  Minn  London  who  was  bora  May  l,  1898 

l.  Shirley  Louks  (32)  •  born  Move.  2,  1923 

b.  Marjorie  Louks  (32)  *  born  September  30,  1924 

e.  Claire  Louks  (31)  -  born  April  10,  1900.  Died  1914 
Frank  B.  (30)  Sinclair  -  bora  July  11,  1868 

Carrie  (30)  Sinclair  -  born  February  5,  1871.  Married  Lyman  Shippy  who 
was  born  August  24,  I873*and  died  in  1920. 

a.  Sinclair  Shippy  (31)  -  born  August  19,  1904 
married  Amelia  Broucek  who  was  born  November  13,  1904 

l.  Donald  Clare  Shippy  (32)  •  born  November  2,  1939 

b.  Nina  Shippy  (31)  -  born  Feb.  15,  1906 

c.  Melvin  Shippy  (31)  *  born  March  l,  1907 

married  Anna  Thorne  who  was  born  December  21,  1907 

1.  Betty  Ann  Shippy  (32)  -  bora  May  9,  1929 

2.  Mary  Louise  Shippy  (32)  -  born  Dec.  31,  1939 

d.  Gladys  A.  Shippy  (31)  -  born  Nov.  2,  1913 

Doris  (30)  Kay  Sinclair  -  born  Dec.  27,  1876.  Died  1877 
Morris  (30)  J.  Sinclair  •  bora  Dec.  27,  1876.  Died  1878 

George  (30)  Arthur  Sinclair  -  born  May  6,  1882.  Married  Beth  Walters  who 
was  born  February  8,  1884. 

a.  Kyle  Sinclair  (31)  -  born  May  15,  1918 

b.  Beth  Ellen  Sinclair  (31)  -  born  June  16,  1926 
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We  now  return  and  follow  the  descendants  of  some  of  the  other  children 
of  Asa  (28)  Sinclair  and  his  first  wife  Rebecca  Page  and  second  wife 
Polly  Bragg,  (see  page  41) 

Perry  (29)  Sinclair,  son  by  Rebecca  Page,  was  born  in  Barre,  New  York 
on  November  15.  1823.  He  married  on  March  12,  1855  to  Miss  Whaley, 
daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  (Fuller)  Whaley  who  was  born  in  London, 

Monroe  Coanty,  Michigan  on  November  15,  1836.  Perry  was  a  farmer  and 
lived  in  Dundee,  Monroe  County,  Michigan,  where  he  died  October  21,  1865. 

His  widow  married  again  on  February  16,  1870  to  Abraham  Scranton  and 
continued  to  live  in  Dundee,  Michigan.  Their  child: 

a.  Ida  (30)  Sinclair  born  February  26,  1856.  Married  Hardin  Marsh  on 
January  25,  1874  and  lived  in  Harveyviiie,  Kansas.  Their  child; 

l.  Perry  Brier  Harsh  was  born  March  10,  1875 

Laura  (29)  Sinclair  was  born  in  Concord,  Erie  County,  N.Y.  on  Hay  24,  1822. 
Married  in  Roilin,  Lenawee  County,  Michigan  on  August  9,  1846  to  Thomas 
Patrick  who  was  born  June  7,  In  Gaines,  Orleans  County,  N.Y.  They  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  lived  In  Carson  City,  Michigan. 

Their  children  were: 

a.  Sherman  Patrick  (30)  born  Roilin,  Michigan  September  6,  1847  and  died 
January  6,  1843. 

b.  Frances  Me Ivina  Patrick  (30)  born  in  Saline,  Michigan  on  December  20, 
1848.  In  December  of  1868  married  Carlton  Spencer  who  was  born  in 
Sycamore,  Ohio  on  March  4,  1844.  He  was  a  farmer  and  they  lived  in 
in  Crystal,  Michigan.  She  died  August  2,  1873.  Children: 

1.  Willis  Spencer  (31)  born  Crystal,  Michigan  on  Feb.  9,  1871. 

2.  Charles  Spencer  (31)  born  Crystal,  Michigan  on  July  26,  1873. 

c.  Clara  Delia  Patrick  (30)  born  Roilin,  Michigan  July  21,  1849.  Was 
married  July  3,  1870  to  Reuben  Davis  who  was  born  in  Attica,  New  York 
on  September  12,  1855.  He  was  a  farmer  and  they  lived  in  Ovid,  Mich. 

1.  Minnie  Davis  (31)  born  Ovid,  Michigan  on  June  23,  1871. 

d.  Sherman  Oakley  Patrick  (30)  born  Roilin,  Michigan  on  August  12,  1852. 
Married  on  October  5,  1876  to  Carlie  Fuller  who  was  born  in  Bloomer, 
Michigan  on  September  24,  1852.  He  was  a  farmer  and  lived  in  Steena, 
South  Dakota.  They  child: 

1.  Clarence  Patrick  (31)  bom  Bloomer,  Michigan  on  Dec.  23,  1879. 

e.  Algernon  Patrick  (30)  born  Keene,  Ionia  County,  Michigan  on  July  1, 
i860.  He  married  on  May  22,  1881  to  Hattie  Seely  who  was  born  in 
Lock,  Ingham  County,  Michigan  on  August  23,  1863.  He  was  a  fruit 
agent  and  they  lived  in  Carson  City,  Michigan.  Their  child: 

l.  Floyd  Patrick  (31)  born  September  8,  1885  in  Bloomer,  Michigan 

Aaron  J.  (29)  Sinclair  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Michigan  on  November  23,  1833. 
Married  March  26,  1859  to  Eliza  Edgar  who  was  born  in  Independence,  Ohio  on 
October  l,  1942.  He  was  in  the  insurance  business  and  lived  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.  Their  children:  (Aaron  was  a  son  by  Polly  Bragg) 
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a.  Edith  Sinclair  (30)  born  Adrian,  Michigan  on  October  28,  I860. 
Married  October  25,  1898  to  Charles  P.  Jacobson,  a  salesman.  They 
resided  in  New  York  City,  N.Y. 

b.  Charles  H.  Sinclair  (30)  born  Pioneer,  Ohio  on  January  9,  1865. 

Died  at  Amboy,  Michigan  on  March  31,  1869. 

c.  Emmanuel  Sinclair  (30)  born  Pioneer,  Ohio  on  November  13,  1866.  Died 
at  Amboy,  Michigan  on  March  7,  1869. 

Eliza  (29)  Sinclair,  daughter  by  Rebecca  Page,  born  at  Barre,  N.Y.  on 
November  28,  1824.  Married  at  Rollin,  Michigan  on  December  3,  1846  to 
Nathaniel  J.  Hodges  who  was  bom  April  22,  1822  in  Onondaga  County,  N.Y. 

He  was  a  farmer  and  miller  and  died  at  Saranac,  Michigan. 

a.  Adelaide  Ophelia  Hodges  (30)  bom  Rollin,  Michigan  on  September  18, 
1348.  Married  Henry  Clay  Gioster  who  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
on  January  12,  1847.  They  were  married  at  Lowell,  Michigan  on 
November  3,  1868.  He  was  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer.  The  children  were 
born  in  Saranac,  Michigan. 

1.  Willard  Henry  Gioster  (31)  born  July  31,  1873. 

2.  Edna  Gioster  (31)  born  June  17,  1878 

3.  Rexford  Gioster  (31)  bom  August  25,  1886 

b.  Albert  Alphonzo  Hodges  (30)  born  Soranac,  Michigan  on  April  29,  1861. 
Resided  in  Ionia,  Michigan  and  worked  for  the  railroad.  He  married 
Flora  Elliot. 

c.  Ina  ^ella  Hodges  (30)  born  Saranac,  Michigan  on  September  12,  1864. 
Harried  October  14,  1879  to  Charles  S.  Kelley  who  was  born  in 
Hastings,  Michigan  on  August  31,  1858.  They  were  married  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Law  School  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  University  of  Michigan  class  of  1880,  and  practiced  law 
at  Saranac,  Michigan.  Their  child: 

1.  Fitch  Harold  Kelley  (31)  was  born  in  Saranac,  Michigan  on 
October  4,  1880. 
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